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*$-U& embassy in Td Aviv issoeda 
statement saying it is “phased by 
today’s vote... and looks forward 
$■ $to rapid appnwalby the govem- 
Pj- meat of brad and early construe- 


Combined agency 

EGYPTIAN President Hostri 
Mubarak Tuesday visited Iraq 
and Kuwait and held talks with its 
leaders who are embroiled in an 
escalating dispute over o3 pro- 
duction and prices and territorial 
claims. 

Arab League Secretary- 
General Chadh KKbi resumed his 
efforts to mediate the dispute by 
flying to Baghdad from Tunis for 
talks with the Iraqi leadership. 

The United States, amid re- 
ports that Iraq was massing 
troops along its border with 
Kuwait, said American warships 
have begun a smaD scale, short- 
notice exercise in the Gulf with 
ships bom the United Arab Emi- 
rates (UAE), which has also 
come under Iraqi accusations that 
it had undermined world oil prices 
by overproduction. 

U.N. Secretary-General Javier 
Pensz de Cuellar said it was not 
Hkeiy that Iraq would launch an 
attack against Kuwait. 

Iraq said meanwhile it will in- 
sist on Organisation of Petroleum 
Exporting Countries (OPEC) 
moves to raise oil prices to $25 a 
barrel. 

Against the backdrop of the 
uncertainty in the Gulf, ml prices 
moved up by about 30 cents a 
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barrel in the ini ^national mar- 
ket. 

Mubarak flew o Baghdad and 
on to Kuwait to by to bring the 
two OPEC nei h hours to the 
negotiating tabli . He was also 
expected to vis : Saudi Arabia 
and told Egyptian reporters his 
mission was to ‘ clear the air in 
the Arab World and unify Arab 
ranks.” 

Western diplcnats said Iraq 
had moved two armoured divi- 
sions of severall thousand men 
backed by tanks and missiles 
dose to disputed* oil fields on the 
undefined bordef with Kuwait. 

Iraq renewed a verbal assault 
on the United States on Tuesday, 
accusing Washington of inciting 
Kuwait against Baghdad. 

The Iraqi press Monday ac- 
cused Kuwait’s Foreign Minister 
Sheikh Sabah A1 Ahmad A1 
Sabah, brother of the ruler, of 
being a U-S. agent. 

KHbi, who arrived in Baghdad 
Tuesday, spent three days in 
Kuwait last week but did not 
come to Baghdad then because 
Iraqi Foreign Minister Tareq 
Aziz was absent in Egypt, league 
officials said. 

In Washington, U.S. adminis- 
tration officials said American 
forces in the Gulf region had not 
been put on any special alert, but 


the naval exercise with UAE 
ships was dearly timed to show 
support for allies in the Gulf. 

“Iraq and others know there is 
no place for coercion and in- 
timidation in a civilised world,” 
State Department spokeswoman 
Margaret Tutwiler said. “All dis- 
putes should be handled through 
peaceful means.” 

U.N. Secretary General Perez 
de Cuellar said he saw no likeli- 
hood either of an Iraqi attack 
against Kuwait or of United 
States military intervention in the 
area. 

”1 think that both things are 
totally excluded,” be told repor- 
ters who questioned him about 
reports that Iraqi troops were 
massing near the border with 
Kuwait and that U.S. forces in 
the Gulf had been placed on 
alert. 

“I don't see either the Iraqis 
embarking on any military offen- 
sive against Kuwait, nor the 
Americans intervening in Middle 
East affairs,” he said. 

Asked if he thought the 
situation was containable, he 
replied: “I think it is.” 

Apparently alluding to Iraq 
and Kuwait, he added: “I rely on 
the wisdom of both parties in 
order to avoid any escalation of 
the situation, which I think can be 


Israeli gunfire claims life 
of 18- year-old in W. Bank 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — An 18-year-old 
Palestinian died Tuesday of 
wounds suffered in an earlier 
dash with soldiers. It was the first 
deatix from Israeli gunfire in a 
month. 

The victim, Mahmud Helal 
Salaroe, was shot in the neck July 
14 duringa dash between soldiers 
and stone-throwing youths in the 
West Bank village of Beit Lid, 
reports said. They said be died in 
a hospital near Tel Aviv. 

An azmy spokesman confirmed 
a Palestinian was shot by troops 
in the village near Tulkarem dur- 
ing the mid-July confrontation. 

The last death in a dash with 
troops was June 25 when a 25- 
year-okl woan was shot to death 
in Tulkarem. During June, 10 
FaJestimans were killed in upris- 
ing clashes. 

In the past month, the army 
has adopted a new policy of 
avoiding confrontations with 
stone throwers in small villages 
and crowded refugee camps 
where many of the deaths in the 
uprising have occurred. 

The policy followed the 
appointment of Defence Minister 
Moshe Arens when a new right- 
wing government was formed 
June 11 by Prime Minister Yit- 


zhak S hamir of the right-wing 
Likud bloc. 

Arens has said his policy is to 
deploy more soldiers along road- 
ways to “protect” Jewish settlers 
as they travel to and from their 
settlements in the occupied West 
Bank and Gaza Strip. 

In tiie past, Palestinian youths 
often died in army gunfire when 
soldiers were confronted with a 
barrage of stones after they tried 
to enter remote villages or re- 
fugee camps. 

Tuesday’s death brought to 724 
the number of Palestinians killed 
by Israeli soldiers and civilians 
during tiie 31-month revolt. 

Also Tuesday, Palestinians in 
the West Bank and Gaza staged a 
general strike called by the fun- 
damentalist movement Hamas. 

The strike was called to mourn 
tiie destruction of Baghdad by 
Mongol warriors in 1258 A.D. 
that ended the rule of Islam by 
the Abbasid Dynasty. 

Unknown assailants in the 
occupied West Bank and Gaza 
Strip abducted and killed two 
Arabs Monday, sources and an 
Israeli news agency said. The 
background for both killings was 
unclear. 

In the West Bank town of 
Qalqilya residents said Ahmed 


Ibrahim Antouri, 26, was 
abducted and beaten by masked 
Arabs. He died before reaching 
hospital. Israel Radio said he was 
a suspected informant for Israeli 
forces. 

The Israeli news agency Itim 
said another Palestinian, 23-year- 
old Isam A1 Nujeha, was strang- 
led to death in the Gaza Strip 
town of Rafail. Itim quoted Arab 
residents as saying he was not 
suspected of aiding Israeli forces. 

The Unified Leadership of the 
Uprising distanced itself from the 
attack, Itim said. 

Shots were fired at Israeli sol- 
diers at a lookout post in the 
West Bank’s largest city of Nab- 
lus, an army spokesman said. No 
one was injured and the soldiers 
were searching for gunmen. 

Police searched the West Bank 
■for an Israeli Arab abducted at 
the weekend as be drove past 
Attil village. 

Relatives said Nizar Moham- 
mad Daka, 28, was yanked from 
his car by masked youths. Secur- 
ity sources said the abduction was 
over a family fend. 

In the Gaza Strip village of Beit 
Hanoun, Israeli forces arrested a 
group aligned with the PLO 
Fateh organisation. 


EC envoys deliver economic 
warning to Israeli leaders 


TEL AVIV- (Agencies) — Euro- 
pean Community (EC) leaders 
ended their first talks with Israel’s 
new right-wing gove rn ment Tues- 
day after tclHng Israel to move 
towards. Middle East peace if it 
expects economic cooperation 
from Europe. 

The mils by three EC foreign 
ministers also produced a sharp 
debate about brad's handling of 
the 31-month Palestinian upris- 
ing, hand! reports said. 

But Israeli leaders claimed 
p rog re ss was made in improving 
strained ties with Europe during 
the meetings with Foreign Minis- 
ter David Levy and Prime Minis- 
ter Yitzhak Shamir. 

“Lines of communication have, 
been opened between Israel and 
Europe," Levy told reporters at 
Ben Gurion airport near Tel Avhr 
after the Europeans left. 

Levy said earlier that he saw a 
swift in the European insistence 
that Israel's only way to make 
peace was to negotiate with the 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO). 

“They are ready to accept any 
idea as long as its shows a chance 
for foe peace process, and they 
don’t only demand talks with the 
PLO,” Levy said on Israel radio 


in describing his meeting with the 
three foreign ministers Monday 
night. 

After the meeting, Italian 
Foreign Minister Gianni de 
Micfaelis told a news conference 
that unless peace efforts resumed 
V economic and social coopera- 
tion will become more difficult*' 
between Israel and Europe. 

Israel’s trade with Europe — 
about a third of the country’s 
exports — could be affected when 
the 12-nation EC becomes a uni- 
fied market in 1992. 

De Nfichelis, president of the 
EC council of ministers, said the 
European Community was will- 
ing to accept any avenue that 
would produce progress towards 
peace. 

“We axe open to examine all 
possibilities offered by all parties, 
of coarse also by the Israeli gov- 
ernment,” be said. 

Wh ite inviting Israel to try to 
find a “zeal Palestinian interlocu- 
tor” other than the PLO, de 
Mkd»hs also said European lead- 
ers stiO believed Middle East 

peace was only with PLO involve- 
ment. 

Shamir spokesman Avi Paznet 
said the prime monster repeated 
Israel's objections to the FLO 


during his meeting Tuesday with 
the foreign ministers. 

The EC ministers, who also 
included Jacques F. Poos of Lux- 
embourg and Gerard Collins of 
Ireland, left Shamir’s office with- 
out speaking to reporters. They 
then flew to Tunis where they 
were to meet Arab League Coun- 
cil President Farouk Qaddoumi, 
a leading PLO official. 

The newspaper Haaretz and 
_ Israel radio said a sharp exchange 
with Levy developed after Poos 
said that Israel has violated 
Palestinians’ human rights, men- 
tioning both tiie violence of the 
uprising and the closure of West 
Bank universities. 

Levy reportedly responded 
that “nobody is as sensitive to 
h uman rights as Israel and that 
any pres su r e will only draw the 
next war closer.” 

The EC visit was the first major 
Western probe of the views of the 
Israeli government formed last 
month, the most right-wing in its 
history, and there was no evi- 
dence of any shifts in position. 

But diplomatic sources said 
they believed Levy might present 
new ideas when he sees Secretary 
df State James Baker in Washing- 
ton Aug. 9. 


easily controlled." 

Questioned about a possible 
role for himself or some other 
U.N. organ in helping reduce 
tension, Perez de Cuellar said: “I 
understand that the Egyptians are 
working on it and I hope that 
everything will be quiet.” 

Perez de Cuellar noted that 
Kuwait’s U.N. representative saw 
him last week “to report to me 
about the situation" but without 
asking for any U.N. action. 

He said the ambassador 
brought a letter from Sheikh 
Sabah outlining charges made 
against Kuwait by Iraq, and that 
the same letter was sent to the 
president of the Security Council, 
but again without requesting any 
action. 

According to a copy of the 
letter obtained by Reuters on 
Monday, Sbeikh Sabah rejected 
as groundless Iraqi charges that 
Kuwait was responsible for a 
drop in oil prices by glutting the 
market, had stolen oil from an 
Iraqi oilfield and had caused 
damage to Iraq's economy “tan- 
tamount to a military aggres- 
sion.” 

Iraq was also said to have 
charged that Kuwait’s alleged ac- 
tion “was premeditated and was 

(Continued on 'page 4) 


Qian says 
U.S. fuels 
tension 

NICOSIA (AP) — Chinese Fore- 
ign Minister Qian Qicben criti- 
cised the United States Tuesday 
for interrupting its dialogue with 
tiie Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO). 

“The suspension of the United 
States dialogue with the PLO has 
led to greater tension in the Mid- 
dle East,” Qian told a press 
conference at the end of a two- 
day visit to Cyprus. 

• Turning to Cyprus, he said his 
visit and talks with President 
George Vassiliou were “a great 
success.” 

“The objective was to streng- 
then relations and make prepara- 
tions for next mouth’s visit to 
China by President Vassfliou,” be 
added. 

Qian said China supported a 
Cyprus settlement based on prin- 
ciples “safeguarding the 
sovereignly, territorial integrity 
and unity of the island.” 

Cyprus has been unofficially 
partitioned since a 1974 Turkish 
invasion and seizure of the north- 
ern third of the island. 

Qian said following his talks he 
expected “a large increase in 
trade, inducting the launching of 
a container service between the 
two countries.” 

He said joint ventures were 
also being contemplated, without 
specifying their type. 

Though Cyprus is a small coun- 
try, its position in the Mediterra- 
nean lends itself to reexport op- 
erations, Qian added. 

“I hope we will be aide to 
increase economic cooperation,” 
he said. 

Dealing further with the Mid- 
dle East, Qian raid that despite 
the decrease of international ten- 
sion following developments in 
Eastern Europe, “regettably in 
tiie Middle East there has instead 
been an em e r g e nce of greater 
tension.” 

“In my view a new problem 
emerged in the Middle East 
which posed a further obstacle to 
the peace process. This was the 
new Israeli government which 
adopted a more hard line attitude 
not indnrive to the peace pro- 
cess.” 

He added that the “new mass 
Jewish emigration to the occu- 
pied territories will only lead to a 
new situation altering tiie status 
quo and resulting in a greater 
number of Palestinian refugees, 
and provitfe new difficuffies in the 
settlement erf die Middle East 
problem.” 

Qian said “the best way” to 
settle the problem would be 
through an international peace 
co n fere n ce to be attended by the 
five permanent members of the 
U-N, Security Council and “all 
die parties concerned.” 


Jewish immigration encourages 
religious conflict —Crown Prince 


AMMAN (Petra) — His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Hassan 
said Tuesday Soviet Jewish im- 
migration to Palestine com- 
pounds the situation in the region 
and encourages confrontation be- 
tween Muslims and Jews, and 
undermines moderation. 

He called for enhancing the 
concept of national unity, trans- 
cending all disputes and aborting 
all attempts to destabilise the 
security and stability of the coun- 
try. 

Prince Hassan, speaking during 
a meeting with participants is the 
fourth national camp for Jorda- 
nian youth working abroad, said 
that national unity was the “solid 
base which Jordan relies on in 


pursuance of its national and 
pan-Arab objectives and aspira- 
tions." 

The Crown Prince underlined 
the importance of the three blocs 
— the Gulf Cooperation Council, 
the Arab Cooperation Council 
and the Arab Maghreb Union — 
saying that “this age is the age of 
the great economic blocs.” He 
noted the importance of investing 
Arab capital in Arab projects and 
institutions. 

Prince Hassan reviewed with 
the participants in the camp who 
came from 20 Arab countries, 
Jordan’s democratic e x peri m ent 
and the economic situation in the 
Kingdom, noting that Jordan 


plans to increase its exports dur- 
ing the next few years. 

On the unemployment prob- 
lem, Prince Hassan said the fi- 
gures and the scale of the prob- 
lem are not. precise, and that 
contacts were under way with 
sister Arab countries to find job 
opportunities for Jor danians . He 
spoke about behavioural unem- 
ployment and called on the youth 
to study the disciplines that suit 
the demands of the local market. 

Attending the meeting, which 
was held at the University of 
Jordan, were Youth Minister 
Ibrahim Ghababsheh and Uni- 
versity of Jordan President 
Mahmoud A1 Samra. 


Water needs could lead to 
serious regional destabilisation 


By Kate Casa 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — With available 
water resources already over 
exploited, Israel will be forced 
to increase supplies by as much 
as 25 per cent by the end of the 
decade to meet the needs of an 
expected influx of Soviet Jewish 
immigrants, according to one 
Middle Eastern water expert. 

Dr. Elias Salameh, bead of 
the Water Resources Depart- 
ment at the University of Jor- 
dan, said in an interview with 
the Jordan Times that Israel’s 
reliance on Arab water sources 
and its lack of potential re- 
sources could lead to serious 
destabilisation in tiie region 
over the issue of water. 

“Depleting an area of its 
water resources means you are 
depriving people from eating, 
drinking and making a living," 
Salameh said. “That can lead to 
domestic unrest, which can re- 
sult in regional and, ultimately, 
international conflict.” 

Israel's water needs outstrip- 
ped supplies within the coun- 
try’s 1948 borders over a de- 
cade ago. It currently relies 
heavily on water resources from 
the surrounding Arab coun- 
tries, including tiie Jordan and 
Yannouk rivers, and the major 
aquifer which lies under the 
West Bank. According to 
Salameh, however, those re- 
sources are now over-exploited 
by 200 million cubic metres, or 
10 per cent, annually. 

Israel’s current water con- 
sumption stands at about 1.8 
billion cubic metres per year. 
Sixty seven per cent of that 
amount is used in the agricultu- 
ral sector, 23 per cent for 
domestic use and the remaining 
10 per cent for industrial pur- 
poses. The total does not reflect 
water use by Palestinians in the 


occupied territories, which 
amounts to app ro x im ately 300 
million cubic metres annually. 

According to projections re- 
cently completed by Salameh, if 
growth in population, agricul- 
ture and industry remain at 
today’s levels, ami a total of 
700,000 people immigrate to 
Israel within tiie decade, water 
need will reach 2.4 billion cubic 
metres annually by the year 
2000. 

If agricultural water use is 
capped at its current level of 
1.25 trillion cubic metres per 
year and industrial needs in- 
crease at the present rate, 
Salameh said tiie same im- 
migration and population 
growth rates would mean Israel 
will need two billion cubic 
metres per year by the turn of 
the century. 

Even without the new immig- 
rants, and if agricultural and 
industrial usage keeps pace 
with current population growth 
rates, water needs will reach 2.2 
billion cubic metres over the 
same time period, Salameh 
said. 

West Bank water 

Palestinian sources indicate 
Israel currently siphons off ab- 
out 85 per cent of the West 
Bank aquifer. According to 
Mahmoud Lahoub. head of the 
Natural Resources Department 
in the Palestine liberation 
Organisation (PLO) office of 
Economic Development in 
Amman, Palestinian water use 
is sharply curtailed and permits 
for new wells are seldom issued 
by the Israeli authorities. 

Salameh said water use by 
Israelis is about 170 cubic 
metres per capita annually. The 
average water consumption 
rate among Palestinians in the 
West Bank and Gaza, he said, 


is 25 cubic metres per person 
annually. By comparison, he 
said the average U.S. resident 
uses 200 cubic metres of water a 
year. 

Israel also diverts all of the 
Jordan River north of Lake 
Tiberias, for an annual yield of 
540 million cubic metres, while 
Jordan, which suffers from a 
severe water shortage, gets 
none of tiie river’s resources. 
Israel also uses 100 million 
cubic metres per year from the 
Yannouk River, which origin- 
ates hi Syria and flows into 
Jordan. 

Jordanian officials have 
cautioned repeatedly that 
Israel's water needs could lead 
to war in the region. During an 
interview broadcast a week ago 
with the U.S. news programme, 
“Nighttine,” which was also, 
aired on Jordan Television, His 
Majesty King Hussein said, 
“the limitations of what is avail- 
able, even in terms of water, 
make it impossible to see how 
everyone is going to fit in with- 
out something happening.” 

Earlier this month Prime 
Minister Mudar Badran said 
that Israel was instrumental in 
convincing World Bank offi- 
cials to discontinue funding for 
the S450-million A1 Wahda dam 
project which was to have been 
built on the Yannouk River 
below the Jordan-Syria border 
and would have provided the 
two countries with about 250 
million cubic metres of water 

annuall y. 

Badran said Israel had 
claimed rights to the Yannouk, 
and had thereby intervened in 
the project. 

One Israeli water consultant, 
Dr. Elisha Kally, told a Jeru- 
salem conference on water last 
May that Israel believed the A1 

(Continued on page 4) 


Shamir says formal ties 
with Moscow are far off 


HAMBURG, West Germany 
(AP) — Israel and the Soviet 
Union are still far away from 
restoring diplomatic relations, 
Israel’s Prime Minister Yitzhak 
S hamir was quoted Tuesday as 
saying. 

“We see no progress with the 
Soviet Union in the direction of 
normal diplomatic relations,” 
Shamir was quoted as saying in an 
interview with West Germany’s 
mass-circulation newspaper Bfld. 

“We are still far away from 
diplomatic relations,” he added. 

Apart from a shift by the 
Soviets on Jewish emigration, 
“we do not recognise any recon- 
ciliation points” in Moscow's 
policies, Shamir was quoted as 
saying. 

Lack of progress on reestab- 
lishing diplomatic relations could 
be linked to “Arab pressure, ” 
Shamfr told the newspaper. 

“But the Soviet Union is a 
great country and such derisions 
should be the sole responsibility 
of the Soviet Union,” Shamir was 
quoted as saying. “I don’t believe 
that the Arab countries can force 
tiie Soviet Union to keep a cer- 
tain position.” 

The Soviet Union and most of 
its East European allies broke off 
diplomatic relations with Israel 
after the 1967 war. Following 
democratic revolutions m Eastern 


Europe, Israel has restored di- 
plomatic ties with Poland, Hun- 
gary, Czechoslovakia and Bulgar- 
ia. Relations with Romania were 
never broken. 

Shamir praised the Soviet gov- 
ernment for allowing record num- 
ber of Soviet Jews to emigrate to 
Israel. 

Plane project 

Vladislav Malkevitch, presi- 
dent of the Soviet chamber of 
commerce, arrived in Israel Tues- 
day and said he will look into a 
joint Soviet-U.S- Israeli passenger 
plane project. 

"One of the most promising 
projects that has been in the 
works for half a year now in- 
volves cooperation in the field of 
aviation... modem airplanes that 
would cany us in the year 2000, if 
we are alive by then,” Malkevitch 
said on Israel Radio. 

“This would be a triangle — 
the Soviet Union, Israel and die 
United States. We would supply 
the planes, since we have the 
most competitive ones, Israel will 
supply navigational mid measur- 
ing equipment,” he said. The 
United States is to provide the 
engines, he added. 

The daify Jerusalem Post news- 
paper reported that the project 
calls for upgrading either the 
Ilyushin-96 or the Tupolev-144. 


Soviet 

£ union 

treaty’ 

planned 

MOSCOW (R) — A top aide to 
President Mikhail Gorbachev 
said Tuesday the Soviet republics 
would probably agree on the 
draft of a new “union treaty” by 
December, granting them greater 
independence from the Kremlin. 

But Gorbachev told ins inner 
presidential council Friday he be- 
lieved eight key areas, including 
defence, currency, energy and 
transport, had to stay under cen- 
tral control, aide Grigofy Re- 
venkb told a news conference. 

“August and September should 
be spent working out general 
principles,” Revenko, a member 
of die council, said. 

“Documents will be compiled 
for a treaty in October and 
November and in December this 
could go to a first reading. But 
this could spin out a few months 
into the new year.” „ 

Gorbachev, feeing separatist 
violence in the sooth and un- 
ilateral declaration of independ- 
ence by the northern Baltic re- 
publics, agreed a month ago to a 
foil review of the treaty binding, 
the 15 republics. 
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Hizbollah stands firm 
in Lebanese village 


NABATIYEH, Lebanon (Agen- 
cies) — Pro-Iranian radicals 
Tuesday repulsed rival Shi’ites 
who tried to drive them from a 
South Lebanon village in a day of 
■ hand-to-hand fi ghting in which 23 
people were killed. 

Bodies littered the streets of 
the village of Jaijouh and blade 
smoke billowed overhead as a 
storm of shell and rocket fire 
swept the mountainous ridge of 
Iqlim A! Toufah, some 40 
kflometres south of Beriut. 

Security sources said 55 people 
were wounded in 12 boms of 
combat between Tehran-inspired 
Hizbollah fi ghter s and affiihiMa 
of the Syrian-backed Amal and 
its leftist allies. 

The casualties took the toll to 
129 killed and 245 wounded since 
Hizbollah seized Jarjouh nine 
days ago, sparking repeated 
assaults by Palestinian-backed 
Amal forces to drive Hizbollah 
out and prevent it extending its 
territory. 

Most of Jarjouh's 7,000 
population fled when the fighting 
erupted. 

About 300 Amal fighters laun- 
ched a three- pronged attack on 
Jaijouh at dawn Tuesday and 
advanced some 200 metres to- 
wards the southern approach of 
the village in fierce hand-to-hand 

fighting. 

The security sources said Hiz- 
bollah guerrillas, who believe 
death in battle means a place in 
heaven, contested every inch of 
territory and eventually forced 
Amal to give up the ground it had 


Despite the setback, an Amal 
field c ommande r in the market 
town of Nabafiyeh told Reuters: 
“We are determined to recapture 
Jarjouh at any cost.” 

The active Baathist interven- 
tion on Antal's side suggests the 
Syrian government wants to curb 
Iran's growing influence through 
Hizbollah's correligionists in 
Lebanon. 

The Syrians have 40,000 troops 
stationed in northern, eastern 
and central Lebanon under a 
1976 Arab League mandate to 
smother Lebanon’s dvO war, now 
in its 16th year. 

But the Syrian army has re- 
frained from entering South 
Lebanon to avert a collision with 
Israel. Israel considers South 
Lebanon a “red line” across 
which It would not tolerate Syrian 
military presence. 

The Lebanese Baath Party, 
winch has a 1,500-strong militia 


and is led by Abdulla A1 Amin, a 
Shi'ite, dispatched fighters to the 
south last week. But they kept a 
low profile until Tuesday's 
attack. 

At stake is the mastery of the 
1.5 million Shiites, who make up 
the largest single sect in Lebanon, 
the only country outside Iran 
where Ayatollah Ruhollah 
Khomeini’s brand of Shiite fun- 
damentalism has taken root. 

A police spokesman said an 
estimated 1,500 irregulars of 
Amal backed by 500 pro-Syrian 
Baath party miKtjnmen launched 
the attack at 5:30 a.m. (0230 
GMT). 

The attackers stormed through 
the defences of the Hizbollah on 
Jarjouh's northwestern, souther u 
and southeastern flanks in dose- 
quarter combat, the spokesman 
said. 

“Jarjouh must be taken from 
Hizbollah and we shall take it,” 
the commander of the Baathist 
contingent, who goes by the nom 
de guerre of Abu Rami, told 
reporters. 

Communiques from the Baatfa- 
ists and Amal claimed their fight- 
ers overran more than one half of 
Jarjouh. But Hizbollah con- 
tended the attack was repulsed in 
a “new bloodbath." 

Both Amal and Hizbollah put 
out fresh reports that Israeli bor- 
der gunners pounded their posi- 
tions in and around Jarjouh. But 
the daim could not be indepen- 
dently verified. 

Amal attempted to recapture 
Jarjouh with the support of 
Palestinian guerrillas last Friday. 
But the onslaught was crushed 
after two days of close-quarters 
combat. 

The new assault scuttled efforts 
by the all-Swiss International 
Committee of the Red Cross to 
arrange a mercy ceasefire to 
evacuate dozens of corpses rot- 
ting on the streets of Jarjouh 
since Friday. 

It also shattered a one-day lull 
that was used by villagers to flee 
the region, which covers 130 
square kilometres of rocky terri- 
tory southeast of Skkm. 

Police said more than 50,000 of 
the region’s 75,000 population 
have escaped on foot or by car to 
safer areas at Sidon^ Tyre and 
Nabatiyeh. 

The police spokesman said an 
800-man force dispatched by the 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion to the embattled province 
last week apparently took no port 
in Tuesday’s attack. 


U.S. upset 
over Arab 
boycott 
moves 

WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
State Department Tuesday sharply 
criticised a move by the Arab 

Tiwg nft to p unish com panies and 

groups that help Jews emigrate 
from the Soviet Union to Israel. 

But Clovis Maksoud, the 
league's representative in 
Washington, insisted the boycotts 
are legitimate as long as Israel 
and the Arabs are not at peace. 

Maksoud, in an interview, also 
criticised the U.S. government 
for not declaring Jewish settle- 
ments on the West Bank and in 
Gaza illegal. 

The Arab countries, meeting 
last week in Tunis, expressed 
concern about the flow of Jews to 
Israel from the Soviet Union, 
now at an all-time high. Accord- 
ing to the National Co nfer e n ce 
on Soviet Jewry, 49,434 of the 
49,859 Jews who left the Soviet 
Union in the first six months of 
the year went to Israel. 

The Arab League foreign 
ministers directed the league’s 
boycott office to look into ex- 
tending its boycott of companies 
that do business with Israel to 
nhn punish companies and in- 
stitutions assisting Soviet Jews to 
emigrate there. 

The U.S. State Department 
said it opposes “settlement activi- 
ties,” but did not brand as illegal 
the Jewish settlements - 
Otherwise, the department’s 
statement strongly condemned 
any boycott. 

“The position of the United 
States agsrinst Arab boycott activ- 
ity is firm and unyielding,” it 
said. “...The Arabs should end 
their boycott and end their chal- 
lenges to Israel's legitimacy.” 
The state me nt, distributed by 
spokeswoman Margaret D. Tut- 
wiler, added: “Now is not the 
time for provocative actions or 
rhetoric which will only exacer- 
bate the situation.” 

The State Dep a rtme nt again 
affirmed the right of all Soviet 
citizens to leave and live in Israel 
or any other country. “The Un- 
ited States supports tins right 
absolutely and welcomes the 
assistance of private and commer- 
cial institutions and organisations 
which assist in the realisation of 
tins right,” the sta t e m ent saidl 
Maksoud responded that “as 
long as state of war, a state of 
belligerency, has not ended, to 
that extent the boycott remains a 
ii-ghiwiatiB instrument.” 
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Soviet wave prompts a new 
‘who is a Jew?’ debate 


By Scrgd Shargorodsky 

The Associated Press 

TEL AVIV — Faced with a 
growing Soviet Jewish immigra- 
tion wave, Israeli officials are 
engaged in a fresh “who is a 
Jew?” debate over whether im- 
migration laws should be changed 
to curb the influx. 

The question of amending the 
“law of return,” which grants 
every Jew automatic Israeli 
citizenship, was argued on radio 
broadcasts Monday and in news- 
papers. The anger expressed was 
akin to that of American Jews 
during a similar debate over the 
last two years. 

Favouring a change are the 
chairman of parliament’s im- 
migration committee, Michael 
Kleiner of the ruling right-wing 
Likud bloc, along with Interior 
Minister Arye Deri and Absorp- 
tion Minister Yitzhak Peretz, 
both from ultra-orthodox parties. 

Against it are such influential 
Likud figures as Housing Minis- 
ter Ariel Sharon, head of the 
government’s immigration com- 
mittee, and legislator Uriel Lynn. 

Sharon reportedly told the 
cabinet Sunday be will oppose 
any changes because “we are 
dealing with an emergency situa- 
tion with Jews running from the 
Soviet Union ... what we must do 
is open the gates of the ‘home- 
land’ to tiie Jewish people.” 

Kleiner claims immigration 
laws are exploited by non-Jews and 
seeks to change a 1970 amend- 
ment to the law of return adopted 
in 1950. 

The amendment passes the 
right of automatic citizenship to 
the child, grandchild or spouse of 
a Jew, as well as the spouse of his 
child or grandchild — those de- 
fined as Jews in Nazi Germany. 

Kleiner says these rules would 
entitle at least five million Soviet 
“non-Jews” to Israeli citizenship 


and immigration benefits. Israel 
cannot afford to take them, he 
says. 

So Kleiner wants to exclude 
dscendants of Jewish grand- 
fathers, unless the family anives 
with the grandfather. 

“If tins really becomes a trend 
and millio ns of non- Jews use their 
Jewish grandfather to escape 
from the Soviet Union, this will 
e foriang p-r the Jewish nature erf 
Israel,” Kleiner said in an inter- 
view last week. 

Lynn sharply attacked Kleiner 
Monday, saying his ideas were 
only designed to win Kleiner 
popularity among “weak circles” 
angry about immig ration 

“This change may divide fami- 
lies and create panic and anxiety 

among potential immi gr ants ... it 

has elements of racism and would 
present our country as racist,” 
Lynn said in an interview. 

He said Kleiner’s proposal 
effectively means that “the group 
once e limina ted by the Nazis can- 
not today come to Israel ... what 
do we tell these people, that we 
don’t give them protection?” 

Lynn said the “law of return” is 
based on “a very dear idea” that 
all Jews who suffered Nazi 
persecution should be defined as 
Jews in Israel. "This has nothing 
to do with the halacha,” Lynn 
added, referring to traditional 
Jewish law. 

The halacha names as a Jew 
only one who is bom to a Jewish 
mother. 

In the controversy known as 
“who is a Jew?” Israel’s orthodox 
establishment has long fought to 
change the law of return to follow 
the halacha and exdude non- 
orthodox converts. This was the 
point that angered U.S. Jews,., 
many of whom belong to the 
conservative or reform branches 
of Judaism. 

Deri, an ultra-orthodox who 
last year refused to comply with a 


supreme court order to recognise 
non-orthodox conversions, now 
backs Klemer. 

He called in a statement re- 
leased Monday that the problem 
is not linked to halacha. 

“The question is a national 
one: should the country, within 
the framework of its limited re- 
sources, grant absorption rights 
to such a long list of benefi- 
ciaries?” Deri said. 

More than 1.2 milli on Soviets 
have requested visa applications 
as Jews, according to the quasi- 
government Jewish Agency. 

Some officials are worried that 
the Soviet influx, which has 
reached more than 63,000 since 
1989 and is expected to total 
150,000 this year, would lead to a 
chaos. Social services are over- 
loaded and a housing shortages is 
fast developing. 

For the orthodox, the mostly 
secular Soviet immigration is a 
threat since it may deprive them 
of their traditional political 
power. 

The ■ orthodox minis ters thus 
began to flash numbers, saying up 
to 25 per cent or 30 per cent of 
tiie immig rants may be non- Jews. 

Soviet Jews, quoted in Israeli 
newspapers, also are getting into 
the debate. 

“The subject of immigration of 
non-Jews is realty a difficult prob- 
lem,” Eugene Sukholtzky, head 
of the Jewish Culture Chib in 
Baku, told the Israeli daily 
Haaretz. “We know that non- 
Jews are buying documents that 
they are Jewish ... and we also 
have the widespread problem of 
mixed marriages.” 

But Sukholtzky said requiring 
. grandfathers to come to Israel 
.. could be unfair to some immig- 
rants “because of the biological 
reason that their grandparents 
are no longer alive and they have 
no other proof that they are 
Jewish.” 


Ben Ali ponders next move in democratisation 


By Jonathan Wright 
Reuters 


TUNIS — Tunisia’s President 
Zine A1 Abidine Ben Ali is 
pondering the next step to- 
wards the democracy he prom- 
ised his country but both leftist 
and rightist opponents accuse 
him of dragging his feet. 

After free and fair local 
elections in neighbouring 
Algeria last month, and free- 
dom sweeping Eastern 
Europe, his progress looks in- 
creasingly modest, diplomats 
and political sources say. 

The president came to pow- 
er in November 1987 with a 
pledge to introduce a Western- 
style multi-party system. 
Opponents say little has 
changed since the days of Pres- 
ident Habib Bourguiba, when 
Tunisia was one-party state. 

Ben Ali’s Democratic Con- 
stitutional Rally (RCD) party 
holds all the seats in parlia- 
ment. In local elections on 
June 10, boycotted by the 


opposition on the grounds they 
would not be fair, it won con- 
trol of 245 out of 246 local 
councils. 

Ben Ali is making a speech 
on Republic Day Wednesday 
but political sources say he will 
probably wait till September, 
tiie traditional start of the poli- 
tical year, before announcing 
how be plans to break the 
political deadlock. 

His party has made token 
concessions to the two wings of 
the opposition, the secularists 
on the left and an influential 
Islamic movemnt on the right, 
but neither is satisfied with the 
extent or pace of reform. 

“The superficial solutions by 
which the government has 
routinely dealt with the break- 
down in the democratic pro- 
cess have not prevented a slow 
decay which in the long term 
poses a serious danger,” the 
Independent League for the 
Defence of Human Rights said 
in a statement last week. 

Ben Ali’s defenders say he 


has to move slowly because if 
he allowed a political free-for- 
all, the Islamic right, organised 
around the unrecognised Nah- 
dha Movement, could come to 
power and restore authorita- 
rian rule. 

Candidates backed by the 
Nahdha woo 13 per cent of the 
popular vote in parliamentary 
elections in April 1989, fax 
more than any other opposi- 
tion group. RCD sources say it 
is clearly the second political 
force in the country of 7.6 
minion people. 

But Ben Ali, in an interview 
with West German radio last 
week, dismissed the Nahdha, 
saying it was not part of the 
political equation because it 
had no legal status. 

Mohammad Moada, lead- 
er of the recognised opposi- 
tion, said in an interview last 
week the government was mis- 
taken in believing it could pick 
and chose participants in a 
multi-party system. 

“Those who advocate not 


recognising the Nahdha Move- 
ment are incapable of cofront- 
ing it democratically. Those 
who ask the government not to 
give it a licence are in fact 
afraid of dialogue,” he added. 

The Nahdha, in a harshly 
worded end-of-year political- 
report released Sunday, said 
Tunisia was at a “serious im- 
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‘Political detentions and 
trials are on the increase, tor- 
ture has reappeared and the 
government is continuing its 
policy erf starving out (mem- 
bers of the Islamic movement) 
by refusing to give them bade 
their jobs,” it said. 

“In short, the country is 
moving backwards, it is in 
deep crisis and the paternalis- 
tic and selective approach 
adopted by the government 
and the ruling party limit the 
scope for breaking out of tiie 
crisis,” it added. 

The human rights league has 
also revived allegations of tor- 
ture. The Interior Ministry de- 



Zine AJ Abidine Bea AH 

nied the allegations and said it 
punished all . cases where 
policemen used violence 
against prisoners. 

Ben Ali, 53, a former army 
officer, rose to be interior 
minister and then prime minis- 


ter for the last five weeks of 
Bourgmba’s presidency. He 
took over constitutionally after 
doctors declared Bourguiba 
unfit to rule due to senility. 

In his last political initiative 
on May 1, Ben Ali offered to 
bring “other views” into the 
parliament but gave no indica- 
tion of how this might happen. 

Commentators have specu- 
lated that he might arrange for 
the recognised opposition par- 
ties to win some of the par- 
liamentary seals at stake in 
by-elections later this year. 

The idea is in line with what 
RCD sources say is a strategy 
of making concessions to tiie 
secular parties to prevent them 
joining forces with the 
Nahdha. 

Bnt Moada, secretary gener- 
al of the Movement of Socialist 
Democrats, the largest recog- 
nised opposition group, said 
this was not the answer. 
“What is needed is a sound 
democratic dimate,” he told 
the weekly magazine Realities. 


vows armed struggle 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (R) 
— A Palestinian claiming to be a 
fnmmanriw of a PLO-tinkcd fee-- 
tionin the West Bank has said Ms 
group and others will take up 
fi i K iin iij a gainst Israel if peaces 
efforts fail to produce results. 

“The Masked Lion, the Black 

Panther, the Red Eagjc and other 

groups were established to go to 
armed struggle if peaceful means 
failed,” the armed man masked, 
with a headdress told tiie interna- 
tional television hews agency Vis- 
news in an interview broadcast 
Monday. 

The militant groups he named 
are linked witii the Palestine li- 
beration Organisation (FLO) in 
the occupied territories and have 
on occasion had armed clashes 
with Israeli troops. 

Palestinians fi ghting the 31- 
month-old uprising against Israeli 
rule in the occupied territories 
have confronted troops primarily 
with stories and petrol bombs. 

Speaking from, a hideout, tiie 
pistol-toting man. said his group, 
“the Maske d Lion,” ah affiliate 
of PLO Chairman Yasser Ara- 
fat’s Fateh movement, as well as 
other groups still adhered to a 
FLO ban on firearms in the re- 
volt. 

Hie PLO prohibited the .use of 
weapons against Israel since the 
outbreak of the revolt in Decem- 
ber 1987 for fear of massive 
Israeli reprisal. But a fop PLO 
official was quoted as saying ear- 
lier month that the organisa- 
tion was reviewing its strategy. 

Peace efforts diam^rioned by 
the United States and Egypt suf- 
fered a setback last month after 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir, 
who has refused to open Palesti- 
nian-Israeli talks in Cairo, 


formed a gcmrimnent;with far- 
rigbrand oltra-retigkju& partka. ; 

- Seated in a room uncitet'a large . ■ 
P alestinian flag, the man' said Ms i 
group and otbere cm acquire ! 
weapons to cany •5*qt unflitary , 
attacks agaxnrt^Israelis.' ■ 

He said they buy pms fecretiy > 
from Israel, receive weapons s 
smuggled across the .border or' | 
make them' at home:. 

One of three inea standing . 
around bhn carried-:. an assault 
rifle that resembled a U.S.-made ' i 
M-16, which he said was. home-;’* * 
made. . 

Though little known, the j 
“Masked lion” ha$ taken credit 
for killing of at least six Arabs in 
the Ramallah area on suspicion of 
being Israeli informers. Its for- 
mer commander was shot and ■ 
captured during a raid Tty Israeli 
forces in the West. Bank town Of 
A1 Birch. 1 ’?' . ; , . 

, Dressed m army fatigues, the 
masked m an said iris group would 1 
fait Arabs only if they are . found 
to have sold land to Israelis, 
killed or attempted to kill . 
nationalists or ff they recruited 
other Arabs to work for Israeli 
forces. . j 

“We first try to talk, collabor- 
ators out of what they are doing. If 
they do' not listen, we threaten 
and then beat them. W&carry out 
execution as a last 'resort,” 'he 
said.. ^ js 

Hie asserted that suspected m- ~ 
formers are faroedto record a 1 

verbal coufossion befOTe they are ' 

idiot or stabbed to death in re- 
mote areas- ■ : "• ' 

-- At -least 223 Arabs-have been 
killed by Palestinian '. activists 
since tbeouforeakoftherevolt in 
December 1987:' 



back at radicals 


NICOSIA (AP) — In an attack 
on radical opponents and reiter- 
ating his plans to liberalise Ira- 
nian society. President Hashemi 
Rafsanjani has urged his people 
to reject “leftist, ignorant slo- 

gans.” ' - " 

Tehran Radio, monitored in. 
Nicosia, quoted Rafsanjani as 
saying “Islam has never wanted 
people to live in confinement, 
and those who say the people 
accept poverty, ignorance and 
infinnity, do not speak the truth. 

“Leftist, ignorant slogans 
should not be -accepted,” he 
added. 

Rafsanjani, leader of i so-cal- 
led pragmatic camp, advocates a 
tempering of the zealous 1979 
Islamic revolution in favour of a 
moderate foreign policy, a more 
laissez faire economy, and post- 
war reconstruction. .- 
Hjs camp has been locked in a 
naked power struggle with radic- 
als led by former Interior Minis- 
ter Ali Akbar Mohtashenri. 

The hardliners call for an isoht- 
tionist foreign policy and a cen- 
tralised economy. They believe 
the people should suffer 
hardships to strengthen the re- 
volution, and accuse Rafsanjani 
of abandoning tbe ideals of the 
revolution dictated by the late. 
Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini. 

Rafsanjani ’s attack Monday 
was aimed at remarks made by 
Mohtashenri Wednesday in the 
radical-dominated parliament. . 

Mohtashemi, who won the 
powerful Tehran seat in the 270- 
member parliament last year af- 
ter he was dumped from Rafsan- 
jam’s cabinet, said Wednesday 
that a truly Islamic economy 
should be totally centralised. - 
He also attacked RafsanjanTs 
attempts to seek nor mal interna- 
tional relations, and criticised a 
decision by the Assembly of Ex- 
perts to downgrade die criteria 
for membership of the high-rank, 
ing body. 


. “The present age is'thfe age of 
intenmtkmal orgmrisatiots andof-^ « 
communicati on;^ Rafsanjani told I 
a gatherin g of Friday prayer lead- J 
era in Tehran^ “If we sever our 
; links we win not be able to live, 

' and we should riot make enemies 
witbout-any cause.” / i 

“Tite bass of Tran's foreign j 
policy is' to : efinunate foreign ! 
influence ;wheti^fKmrtheEim j 
r . or the West and the elimination / 
"of dependaKy^ fiejswdV ■ < 

’•'♦‘We should act irr such a way. 
that we' poss&^ the abiKty to 
manoeuvre. . 7 regardlessof what 
some igiiorarit and pave rixfi- 
’viduals may say,*’'. Rafsarijarif ” 

added .. T - - y r r- • • 

The radical-dominated pariia- • 
nMmt has ^stonewalled Rafran- ; 
jam’s cafoomic plans. his govern- 
ment’s attempts fo -seek interna- 1 :' 1 
tiooal loans arid attract foreign . 
investment to boosts Iran’s ring- ; 
gish, post-war economy. 

Rafeanjani also referred to 
Mohtashenri’s- criticism- of tiie 
Assembly of. Experts arid,. said 
“attempts by any ;; person or 
movement to weaken this body is 
treason and should not be toler- 
ated.” 

. The Assembly of Experts has 
tiie final word on constitutional 
amendments. . ■ 

The Fti gti nh-bi n g n ag^ Tehran 

Tunes, which is dose to the gov- 
ernment, Mooday^openly attack- 
ed Mohtashemi’s remarks; - 
- “Itjsuotdear on what grounds 
one can interprettbe Islamic eco- 
nomy as identical' with a fully 
state-controlled economy,” the 
paper said. - 7 ^ 

In an uncharacteristically vehe-v ? 
merit attack, the paper added that ' 
“support for the now nforibund 
socialist and fott staifi-nm eco- 
nomy is not only a move to 
weaken the gpverrim&t arid the 
president’s economic policies but 
an attempt to force Islamic 
republic into a deadlock and ulti- 
mately cause' it to crash.”' 
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Zarqa municipality 
to facelift the city 



Soviet parliamentarians seek to 


allay Arab fears 


Soviet Union plans to 
pass law on immigration 


ZARQA (J.T.) — The municipal 
council in Zarqa, elected last 
month, plans to carry out de- 
velopment projects and improve 
conditions in the city, said Yasser 
Omari the new mayor of Targa in 
a- statement to the Jordan News 
Agency, Petra. 

Omari said that the council had 
decided to introduce change in 
the municipality's administrative 
structure and conduct studies de- 
signed to introduce drastic 
changes to poor (fistricts. 

jTbe council has decided to 
remove the brick works from the 
efty to * new site, a project which 
cdjrt the municipality JD 140,000, 
and wffl remove all street vendors 
Cretan their present area to a point 
south of the Zarqa refugee camp. 

He said these measures were 
being taken to ensure public 
health safety in the city. 

- “The municipal council has 
allocated JD 400,000 to repair 


and re- asphalt the city's streets 
following a series of diggings that 
made some of the roads impass- 
able,” Omari said. 

He said that the municipal 
council was faced with the prob- 
lem of illegal budding on state- 
owned land ami unorganised con- 
struction work in many areas. 

Another problem, he siad, is 
related to rent collection. The 
council has been able to collect 
JD 100,000 in rent from people 
making use of municipality- 
owned property, but the total 
rent required is JD 378,928 
annually, said Omari. 

He said that the municipality 
relies on its own resources to 
finance different development 
schemes and municipal services. 

This year, he said, the munici- 
pality has a total budget of JD $J. 
milli on which will be spent on 
such projects and improvements 
especially roads and streets. 


Jorpan, Canada agree 
to esxpand air servics 


By Mariam M. Shahht 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — A delegation of 
Soviet pariiamentarians said 
Tuesday that they were well 
aware of the Arab concern 
over the influx of Jews into 
Israeli occupied Arab lands 
and that the Soviet govern- 
ment planned to pass legisla- 
tion which would allow Soviet 
emigres to return to the Soviet 
Union if they wished. 

*‘In September we plan to 
pass a new law which would 
allow emigres to return home if 
they wished,” Dmitri Venedik- 
tov told journalists during a 
press conference Tuesday. 

The move to change the law 
would change the status of 
emigres significantly, since 
those who emigrated were pre- 
viously not allowed to return, 
the Soviet parliamentarian ex- 
plained. 

A delegation of three parlia- 
mentarians ended a three-day 
visit to Jordan after meeting 
with members of the Jordanian 
legislative body as well as 
senior Jordanian government 
officials. 

The group told reporters 
that the new law, expect e d to 
be passed in September would 
also allow Soviet emigres to 


keep their Soviet nationality. 

“We understand Arab fears 
over the issue of possible set- 
tlement of more Jews in the 
occupied territories and we 
want to reiterate President 
Gorbachev’s statement vis-a- 
vis the measures that the 
Soviet Union is willing to take 
if Soviet Jewish emigres settle 
in the West Bank and Gaza,” 
said Valentin Tetienov, 
another member of the Soviet 
delegation. 

The Soviet president had 
made statements last month 
threatening to halt the flow of 
Soviet Jews to Israel unless 
Israel made assurances that the 
new immigrants would not be 
settled in foe occupied territor- 
ies. 

Members of the delegation 
said that the Soviet Union 
“could not but allow emigrants 
to leave the Soviet Union, be- 
cause the country was bound to 
respect the right of foe indi- 
vidual to travel wherever he or 
she wanted. 

Members of the delegation 
said that they did not approve 
of the violation of “the human 
rights of the Palestinians by 
Israelis or Jewish immigrants.” 

Asked if they would sup- 
port, or at least not condemn, 
armed resistance to foe settle- 


ment of Soviet Jews in foe 
occupied territories, the parlia- 
mentarians said that they did 
not approve of a military solu- 
tion to foe Arab-Israeli con- 
flict. 

Tetienov called the Arab- 
Israeli conflict foe “oldest, 
most difficult and most danger- 
ous world conflict” and said 
that it couki only be solved by 
diplomatic measures and press- 
ure by Arab countries. West- 
ern European countries as well 
as foe United States and Soviet 
Union. 

“After several experiences 
with military solutions in sever- 
al cases, including Hungary in 
1956, Czechoslovakia in 1968 
and Afghanistan, we recom- 
mend that foe solution to the 
conflict in the Middle East be 
brought about through the use 
of diplomacy and other ‘peace- 
ful' methods,” Tetienov said. 

Mohammad Youssoupov, 
another member of the delega- 
tion, said that the possibilities 
for trade and commercial 
cooperation between the 
Soviet Union and the Arab 
World were “endless.” 

“Once foe Soviet Union im- 
plements its market economy 
plan, cooperation in the fields 
of cultural exchange, tourism 
and trade are literally limit- 
less,” Youssoupov said. 


AMMAN (IT.) — Canada and 
Jordan haw concluded an ex- 
panded air transport agreement 
providing for cooperation in air 
services between foe two coun- 
tries. The agreement as 
announced ^Canada's Secretary 
of State Joe Clark and Minister of 
Transport Doug Lewis provides 
for foe expansion of direct air 
services as well as increased com- 
mercial opportunities for foe 
national airlines of the two coun- 
tries. 

“I am pleased that the agree- 
ment will strengthen further foe 
finks of friendship and trade be- 
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By Nur Sati 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The 1990 desert 
challenge is viewed as foe 
toughest form of car rallying. 
The third round in the Middle 
East dbanqrionship will be held 1 
in Jordan on July 26 and 27. 

The ‘Jordan Cross Country 
raxd*, one of the motorists’ 
activity, is mainly a daring, 
adventurous act. According to 

a press officer, “foe ‘raid’ takes 
_ i ***- - — Kmin/InfiPC frf 


one country on any type of 
rough terrain so the cars are 
specifically designed for run- 
ning on such roads.” 


So for 23 participants from 
Qatar, United Arab Emirates, 
Sa udi Arabia, Bahrain, Leba-' 
non and Jordan are competing 
along the 500 kilometre desert 
route which starts from die 
Inter-Continental Hotel at 
three o’dock, through Iraq A1 
Amir, near Wadi Sir to 
Hudhnd Sband on the first 
day. The second day, foe com- 
petitors wOI face the dirt roads 
of the Mudcisisat area down to 
Swaqqa and back north to foe 
Alia Gateway, where the driv- 
ers will regroup and repeat foe 
route again. The finish will be 
at the Hotel Inter-Continental 
at 6.30. 

' In a press conference held 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


The following listings are compiled from monthly fefletms and 
the daily Arabic press. Readers are a dnsed to verify the listed 
time and place with the concerned institutions. 

EXHIBITIONS 

■fr Open atmflo aad workshop Cor art* Santa Zara dfe yteyfag 
g| iilnriirm aad band-painted fabrics. I/ewatakw: off 
ted Cfade, oppMte JUmfoal (9dW :3e and 339-&M). 

* Plastic art exMHtian by Rudafam am) Ruba Haddad at the 
. Housing Bank Complex had. 


Art Amodatloa GaBexy — taL No. 699914. 

■ft EiMMtiou of printing depicting Arabl* and other tom *T 
Henri Busy at the FMtaddphfe Betd. . 

* Cmsprthenrfv* Man* book efoaitteu * Ysm* »k Unhvrsi- 
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JERASH FESTIVAL 

*■ r-jacxTfc br Ike Aimed Fora. Bmi 

■ , lyj-i hi tmp (W - *W) »■ ** *™* e ® s3 ® * 

*36 u.) « Ite Sara*. 1 
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Tuesday, Saeed A1 Hajiri, the 
Arab World's number one 
driver from Qatar, who is also 
competing in the ‘raid’, con- 
firmed that be wflj ride m tins 
week’s ‘raid’ cm a Rothmans 
Ford Bronco, otherwise known 
as foe ‘mean machine’. “The 
unique characteristic of tire 
Bronco is that it has a Ford C6 
automatic gearbox which is the 
first ever used in a Middle East 
championship, “Hajiri says. “It 
is not so easy to drive but I 
■have enough to do without 
changing gears,” he adds. The 
' benefit of this automatic gear- 
box is drat it handles all the 
power from the engine whatev- 
er the condition may be. “I 
think my chances of winning in 
Jordan and earning interna- 
tional success are high because. 
of the Bronco and my co- 
driver,” Hajiri maintains. 

The world class co-driver. 
Feed Gallagher, is for the first 
time teaming up with Hajiri. 
Gallagher has co-drived for 
some of the world’s finest driv- 
ers and has competed through- 
out the world. 

Gallagher is looking forward 
to participating in this week’s 
‘raid’. “For me Jordan is the 
perfect place for a rally to take 
plaoe because it has foe variety 
of the desert and foe moun- 
tains.” 

The drivers are warming up 
for the great international 
event with last infinite technic- 
al examinations, going over the 
routes again, gafheritq; mental 
concentration and stamina. 
Dus event is particularly excit- 
ing for the drivers and co- 
drivers because there is one 
secret stage where the com- 
petitors will drive through as 
fast as possible oblivious to 
what they might face; unlike all 
other stages, the' route of that 
secret stage wifi be given to the 
co-driver just before the start 
of that stage. 


tween Canada and Jordan which 
have grown substantially since 
the visit to Canada by His Majes- 
ty King Hussein in October last 
year,” Clark said upon announc- 
ing foe agreement. 

The agreement will enable 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) foe nation- 
al ai rline to serve Toronto in 
addition to the existing right to 
serve Montreal. 

RJ plans to extend its existing 
services between Amman and 
Montreal to Toronto in the spring 
of 1991, according to the 
announcement. 


Meeting 

tackles 

Islamic 

culture, 

education 


AMMAN (Petra) — An Islamic 
educational confer en ce opened in 
Amman Tuesday with the parti- 
cipation of 150 Muslim scholars 
from around the Islamic World. 

A total of 30 working papers 
d ealing with Islamic culture, Isla- 
mic education and the role of 
Islamic research work will be 
reviewed by delegates from Jor- 
dan and seven Arab and foreign 
countries, according to Ishaq A1 
Farfaan d wimr of a committee 
that prepared for the meetings. 

“This conference is one fink in 
a long chain of efforts to promote 
Islamic education,” Farhan said 
before the meetings started. 

“The conference will focus 
attention on research weak in 
Tdantic culture, review literature 
on Islami c education and die 
basic principles in Islamic educa- 
tion to benefit contemporaiy 
societies,” Farhan said. 

“The participants shoulder a 
serious responsibility in present- 
ing the present and future genera- 
tions with a model educational 
pattern that can help Is la mi c 
societies overcome various chal- 
lenges and problems.” be added. . 

“The delegates will seek to 
apply sound Islamic theories m> 
•edu cational institutions following, 
foe Mamie awakening which has 
now engulfed many Arab and 
Mamie nations,” Farhan said. 

“A proposal for est ablishin g a 
data bank to provide information 
on Islamic education will be dis- 
cussed,” he added. * 

Other speakers included Dr. 
Taha Jaber from the World Isla- 
mic Cultural Institute in i 
Washington, Dr. Awad Khletfat, ; 
president of Muta University and 
Dr. Afi Mabalza. Yannouk Uni- 
versity president* 

According to Farhan, the fol- 
lowing countries have s eat sc ho- 
lar to take part in the four-day 
meetings which were sponsored 
by Yannouk and Muta umvem- 
ties in cooperation with other 
Islamic organisations: Jordan, 
Saudi Arabia, Egypt, Iraq, the 
United Kingdom, the United 
States, Turkey and Yemen. 


The agreement, which was signed 
by Civil Aviation Authority 
(CAA) Director Mahmoud Bal- 
qaz and Canadian officials, also 
provides for improved flexibility 
for an eventual Air Canada ser- 
vice to Amman. 

In the meantime, it said, RJ 
services to Canada will be oper- 
ated jointly with Air Canada. 

RJ started to fly twice a week 
to Montreal in July 1989 and foe 
new deal is seen as an expansion 
to allow RJ planes to land in 
Toronto as well during their 
flights to Canada. 


Jordan, Libya to strengthen 
cooperation in health care 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A team of 
officials from the Ministry of Health 
in Libya is due here Wednesday 
to conclude contracts with Jorda- 
nian specialists to work in Libyan 
hospitals and health centres. 

Die Ministry of Health here- 
called on all concerned specialists, 
to contact foe Libyan mission in 
foe coming three days to arrange 
for their employment. 


The Health Ministry in Am- 
man had concluded a deal with 
the Libyan health authorities in 
1988 to promote bilateral coop- 
eration in health fields and to 
increase. the exchange of exper- 
tise. 

Cooperation under the deal 
also covers twinning hospitals in 
foe two countries, providing 
tr ainin g for teams from Libya and 


Jordan at health institutions in 
either country and the exchange 
of visits by university medical 
staff as well as cooperation in die 
pharmaceutical industries. 

According to the Health Minis- 
try, a total of 70 Jordanian physi- 
cians are already employed in 
Libyan health centres and hospit- 
als. 
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Gulf crisis awaits 
an Arab solution 


THE dispate between Iraq and Knwait should find an Arab 
flotation urge n tly. When the cards are stacked so heavfiy 
against the Arab Order from ail sides, every effort most be 
exerted to define the ritnation at source level and in toe 
shortest possible time. Iraq and Kuwait enjoy special 
gnimimn int e rests and to times of crisis and danger to the 
recent past they stood by one another in an exemplary 
brotherly manner. Sorely brothers In times of need wffl 
always be friends under normal c on d itions . It is therefore 
most co mfort ing that Arab efforts have been initiated right 
from the berating of the tension between Iraq and Kuwait 
to define toe crisis to the shortest possible time. Egyptian 
President Hosni Mnbarak’s trip of peace to Bag h dad and 
Knwait b only part of the ongoing Arab efforts both 
declared and discreet. The aim of these Arab initi a tiv es 
must be to convrae a meeting between the leaders of Kuwait 
and Iraq as sou as possible. If that objective foils, then an 
Arab summit needs to be convened on an emergency basis to 
deal wito the crisis in toe most positive and lasting manner. 
In any case, Arab differences over ol production need not 
be left to tirnnwr for too long and OPEC meetings are not 
the place or time to bran out such differences. An Arab 
OPEC meeting* must be institutionalised and resorted to as 
a prelude to aQ general OPEC mee ti ngs so that Arab ofl 
producing countries would come to them unite d over a 
common strategy. Iraq has been singled oat these days as a 
target of Western campaigns because it b emerging as a 
powerful Arab force. All efforts to give such designs an 
opportunity to strike at Iraq should be thwarted. Kuwait’s 
emir and Iraq’s president should sit togethe r on their 
common border to an oct et exe mplar y respon s i bi lity and 
show of unity for the benefit of all the Arab people. . 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


Al Ra’i daily on Tuesday paid tribute to IBs Majesty King 
Hussein’s efforts to defuse tension in the Golf and end the 
Kuwaiti-Iraqi row over oil production. The paper said that 
no one can deny that Iraq is now exposed to & hostile 
campaign designed to stop that country from acquiring 
means for development and progress. Iraq as well as 
Kuwait, said the paper, is facing a conspiracy whose signs 
began to emerge from the first moment of the Iraqi- 
Kuwaiti row over oil production, with hostile forces 
offering to provide assistance to one Arab state against the 
other, the paper noted. The Jordanian leadership is fully 
aware of the dangers posed to the Arab World and is 
characterised with wisdom and skin to help solve tins 
passing dark cloud in the Arab nation's atmosphere, the 
paper continued. King Hussein enjoys special respect and 
credibility in the Arab world, and therefore his moves to 
end the dispute is bound to end all differences and restore 
full harmony among Arab countries, the paper added. 
Arab ofl, the paper pointed out, is the property of all Arabs 
of diffe r ent generations; and it is incumbent upon the Arab 
leaderships to move fast and contain any problem that 
could mar inter-Arab relations and expose Arab countries' 
security to danger. TV rarer said that toe enemies of the 
Arab nation have ambitious designs and hope through 
conspiracies to take over Arab wealth — a plot that can and 
should be thwarted through vigilance and awareness on the 
part of the Arab leaders. 


Writing in Al Ra'i daily columnist Khakd Mahadfa 
criticises local newspapers which publish parliament mem- 
bers* speeches in full because such action, he notes, can 
only complicate matters over issues discussed in the Lower 
House. We know of no country in the developed or the 
developing worlds where the local press publishes full 
addresses delivered in partiament, says the writer. This is 
not a call for the press to throw a dark blanket on 
deliberations in the Lower House because the people have 
the right to know the facts, but it is rather a rail for toe 
press to avoid publishing statements which do not promote 
the cause of democracy in any form, and can by no means 
serve the interests of die deputies themselves, Mahadin 
notes. What the {ness shook! do, be suggests, is to publish 
only those statements which are connected with the subject 
being discussed and the problem being tackled for the sake 
of involving the public in finding solutions. He says the 
press should not open the way for sentiments and impas- 
shmed speeches but rather maintain open minds and hearts 
for what is beneficial for the people, and can serve the best 
interests of the nation. The press and toe journalists he says 
seek to see democratic life unaffected by passions ami 
selfish interests. Mahadin suggests that the press stop- 
publishing the deputies’ foil speeches and wih on pariia-' 
meat members to take a proper decision about tins subject 
at a parliament meeting. 


Al Dustour daily Tuesday said King Hussein’s visit to 
Alexandria Monday and Ids talks with President Mubarak 
were part of Jordan's ongoing efforts to contain in the row' 
between Iraq and Kuwait over oil issues. Jordan is fully 
aware of the dangers posed to the Arab countries at this 
critical stage, and realises the danger inherent to any 
dispute between Arab countries, and is keen on maintain- 
ing Arab solidarity and unity of Arab ranks. * 


Economic Forum 


By Dr. AbdaOa MaBd 


B ankin g reform starts in earnest 


TWO weeks ago we wrote in 
thk column that the monetary 
policy would be entering a new 
phase after it had won the 
battle of stabilising the ex- 
change rate of the Jordanian 
dinar. The new phase, we sug- 
gested, would have the reform- 
ing of the banking system as its 
major issue. The last sentence 
of that column said that “the 
banting reform is poised for a 
takeoff.” The next day, die 
package of measures relating 
to the liquidation of Petra 
Bank and to Jordan Golf Bank 
and Jordan Syrian Bank were 
announced; the anticipated re- 
form did tick off. One week 
earlier, the much- respected 
Governor of the Central Bank 
of Jordan, Dr. M.S. Nabnlsi, 
told me that r efo r m will be 
accompfahed over one infl year. In 
a meeting he had with die 
general managers of the com- 
mercial banks and finan cial 


companies last Sunday. Dr. 
Nabnlsi shortened the period 
to six months. 


Most probably, the governor 
has been encouraged by the 
response to the long-conceived 
and rather delayed decision of 
putting Petra Bank under li- 
quidation. And plausibly the 
governor’s plans relating to 
banting reform were boosted 
by the support he got from 
very high ranks and from an 
added sense of urgency given 
to this issue, which obtained 
from a realisation that the ex- 
pediting of reform will bolster 
the momentum that the econo- 
mic “revival” is gaining. 
Actually, a strong sense of 
optimism is blowing into the 
circles of economic policy- 
makers these days; the only 
snag is the windy political are- 
na. The Central Bank of Jor- 
dan (CBJ) is focusing its atten- 


tion on some ten banking in- 
stitutions including Petra Batik 
and one specialised credit in- 
stitution. Banting troubles are 
only normal phenomena dur- 
ing economic recessions which 
strike at the heals of periods of 
expansion mainly as a result of 
loans tuning into bad debts. 
According to an extensive in- 
vestigation published by Busi- 
ness Week (July 16, 1990), the 
U.S. banks “are writing off 
some $20 billion in various/ 
loans aimually-some five times 
the amount at the dawn of the 
1980‘s” and “their risky loans 
to commercial real estate, to 
developing countries and to 
debt-heavy companies total 
$600 billion, or 2.5 times stock- 
ladder’s equity and loan-loss 
reserves at the banks.” Bank- 
ing reform does not prove any- 
thing exceptional or abnormal. 

It is rather the norm, is good to 
all parties; the economy, the 


customers and sharehtddeis, 
and must be welcome. The 
severity of the Prira Bank case 
indicates that tic banting re-, 
fo rm in Jordan would have 
been meaningful or pro duc tive 
if it did not start from it 


But banting reform is not 
the only issue that boils 
around. There is a.stnng in- 
terest in putting a “liberal 
face” on the monetary policy. 
Now it will be recollected that 
the measure which led to the 
Unveiling of the Petra Bank 
soraHed irregularities was tire 
raising of the legri reserve cm 
the foreign exchange deposits 
of the commercial banks to the 
maximum level albwable, that 
is 35 per cent. WeS, that result 
was a by-product because the 
measure aimed basically at 
raising some foreign exchange 
for a central bank whose reser- 
ves had been comple tely de- 


pleted at the. time. At present, 
-file reserves of (CBJ) have 
- risen to a post-crisis record of 
$600 nriUkm the dinar is . 
“withst an ding” on its own so 
die CBJ is witting to cut that 
legal r eser v e don to 30 . per 
oat, for Mtia oe, as a point of 
departure for. that liberalisa- 
tion. A further 5 per cent cut 
may be made provided the 
“freed” proceeds be used for 
purchasing foreign currency 
denominated bonds to be 


pledging foreign exc h a nge de- 
posits as collaterals for loans 
and credit facilities which, was 
designed to prevent spccufe- 
.tioh against dinar. 


issued by CBJ (on behalf of the 
Treasury, of course) some time 
later. 


In die new phase, CBJ is 
mandating itself to erase the 
traces of toe economic crisis, at 
least in toe monetary field. 


ly become redundant. Take, 
for example, the banning of 


This was done by taking a 
loan and using it to buy foreign 
currencies which were depth' 
sited wito toe lending bank as a 
gn grante e for that kOL. If toe 
confidence in toe dinar is shaky, 
this process may. go on fqr evo: 
3 nd weaken the d i nar further 

which in turn invites more 
flight to foreign currencies and. 
so' on and so forth. Now -that 
the dinar is firm, this, bain: 
should be lifted because a fore^ 
ign exchange deposit is actually 
an excellent guarantee winch 
should not be denied to : our 
banks. However, let 'us. wait 
and see what liberalisation me- 
asures CBJ has for 'us over the- 
next six mopths. _ 


Mideast tension highlights 
Japan’s need for Arab oil 


By Hiroe Ikemnra 

Renter 


TOKYO — Mounting tension 
between Iraq and Knwait has 
re-ignited concern that Japan is 
too dependent on tire politically 
volatile Middle East for its vital 
energy supply, industry analysts 
said. 

Japan imports virtually all its 
ofl, wito 70 per cent coming from 
the Middle East. 

“While chances are slim that 
tensions will develop into an- 
armed conflict, the Japanese gov- 
ernment is likely to continue its 
efforts to reduce its reliance on 
oil ” said Naoshi Kojima, chief 
economist at the Japanese Insti- 
tute of Middle Eastern Econo- 
mies. 


heavy dependence on oil, 
analysts said. 

Kuwait was Japan’s fourth 
largest supplier of cal in June, 
after Saudi Arabia, the United 
Arab Emirates and Indonesia. 

“Ira q is unpredictable,” said a 
M1TI official. “But I don’t think 
Iraq will take military action 
against Kuwait because it doesn’t 
want to isolate itself. Iraq needs 
international aid to recover from 
tiie Iran- Iraq war.” 


tween the two countries are likely 
to continue to flare up, UBS’s 
Shioiri said. 

“Japan is strengthening ties 
with toe Middle Erst on several 
fronts, including economically, 
but it is hard to take political 
action,” said the MTTI official. 

Japan’s lack of political dout 
could serve in its favour, some 
analysts and government officials 
said. 


. Iraq's mam aim is to boost oil 
prices, not to launch a costly war 
with Knwait, said Tsutomu 
Toichi, chief economist at the 
Institute of Energy Economics 
(£EE). 


According to Japan's Ministry 
of International Trade and Indus- 
try (MITT), Japan’s dependence 
on ofl wil] drop to 46 per cent of 
total energy needs .by 2010 from 
57.3 per cent in 1988. Mill envi- 
sions higher reliance cm nuclear 
power. 

However, strong local opposi- 
tion to nuclear power has boosted 
Japan's dependence on ofl, and 
on oil from the Middle East in 
particular, analysts said. 

“Even if ofl prices rise drasti- 
cally, Japan won’t easily be able 
to reduce dependence on Middle 
East oil because of its energy 
structure," said Masatoshi 
Shioiri, an oil analyst at UBS 
Phillips and Drew International 
Ltd. 

Japan lacks the unclear power 
plants and has yet to develop 
substantial alternative energy 
sources to wean itself away from 


Toichi, who had predicted that 
OPEC’s basket price of ofl would 
recover to $18 a barrel in the 
fourth quarter, now sees prices 
hittin g that level by August or 
September because of Iraqi press-. 

C on Kuwait and UAE not to 
it output, he said. 


Unlike the politically powerful 
United States, which is often 
type-cast as the villain by some 
Middle Eastern countries, Japan 
is in less danger of falling victim 
to an ofl embargo because of its 
lack of influence in the region, 
they said. 

“Japan is not really vulnerable 
to Middle East conflicts. Unless 
all oil supplies from the Middle 
East stop, Japan win be able to 
secure some ofl,” the MTU offi- 
cial said.. 


The basket price — the average 
spot price of seven types of crude 
oil — was $16.25 a barrel in the 
week ending July 20. 

“The role that Japan can play, 
to solve Middle East conflicts is 
very limited,” Toichi added. 
“Japan is facing instability, but it 
can only take passive measures, 
such as increasing oil stockpiles 
and developing alternative ener- 
gy sources.” 


Some Japanese companies 
have recently strengthened ties 
with Saudi Arabia in a bid to 
diversify ofl sources from the 
Middle East, analysts said. 


Japanese government and in- 
dustry officials this year have 
frequently visited Saudi Arabia, 
which surpassed the UAE in 
April as Japan’s largest supplier 
of oil, analysts said. 


An OPEC (Organisation of 
Petroleum Exporting Countries) 
meeting in Geneva this week 
could relieve Iraq-Kuwait ten- 
sions somewhat, but disputes be- 


Japanese Prime Minister 
Toshiki Kaifu’s planned trip to 
toe Middle East next month, in- 
cluding visiting Saudi Arabia, 
underlines the high priority Japan 
places on diplomatic ties wito 
oil-producing countries in the re- 
gion, analysts said. 


United States struggling to 
adiustto 



u 


By Terence Hunt 

72w Associated Press 


WASHINGTON It was a 
snapshot of shifting global power: 
A beaming Mikhail Gorbachev 
and Helmut Kohl standing 
together and announcing to the 
world an agreement that in- 
creased the momentum toward 
Ge rman unification. 

Relegated to the sidelines for 
toe moment, U.S. President 
George Bush cheered on the 
Soviet and German leaders with 
back-to-back telephone calls. 

There is no question that Bush 
has been instrumental in the 
Western response to swiftly mov- 
ing currents in the Eastern bloc. 
But his kmg-distance reply to toe 
Gorbachev-Kohl decision last 
week flfastxates America’s chang- 
ing rale in the wodd. 

After decades of projecting 
global influence on toe strength 
of its nuclear arsenal and econo- 
mic power, the United States is 
stra gg ling to adjust. 

“America's leadership is still 
dbtninant but now it has to be 
based on a bigger variety of fac- 
tors than just who has the bomb," 
White House Press Secretary 
Marlin Fitzwa te r said. “It's a 
greater test of leadership to guide 
events in this dnnate.” 


Stephen Hess, of the Brook- 
ings Institution, an influe nti al 
think tank, said,“we’re not a hap- 
less giant, we’re an important 
player. But it’s no longer a bipo- 
lar world” of just toe United 
States and Soviet Union. 

Whereas former President 
Ronald Reagan sought to assert 
U.S. dominance to counter 
Soviet military might. Bush offers 
the hand of friendship to Moscow 
and strives for accommodation 


and conciliation with restive 
Western allies. 

The Kremfiri, long the chief 
adversary to Washington, is re- 
garded today ax more of a welfare 
case as its Warsaw Pact csumbels 
and its military muscle fades. 

“We’re still No. 1 militarily,” 
University of Virginia political 
scientist Larry Sabato said. “The 
bad news is that it doesn't matter 
as modi as it did two or three 
years ago. As toe importance of 
the military declines, power has 
got to flow to Bonn and Tokyo, in 
particular.” 

Indeed, West Germany, surg- 
ing toward unificati on wito East 
Germany and a prosperous fu- 
ture, and Japan; basking in great 
wealth, are the major rivals to toe 
United States for political and 
economic influence. ... 

While off e ring words of en- 
couragement to developing 
democracies, toe United States, is' 
restrained by its economic prob- 
lems. Tokyo replaces Washington 
as the world's biggest foreign aid. 
donor. ; ... . 

Duke University political sci- 
entist James David Babrer asses- 
ses the United States as “a secon- 
dary nation. rather than as the 
leading champion of democracy 
in toe world...” 

"The [Resident of the United 
States is not coming forth as a 
person standing for global demo- 
cracy but rather a person re- 
sponding to (South Africa’s Nel- 
son)Mandela, to (Ctecbostova- 
kian President Vaclav) Havel, to 
(Soviet President Mikhail) Gor- 
bachev and trying at wing it on 
the basis of toe placidity of the 
American people,” Barber said. 

After the seven-nation summit 
in London this month, America's 
allies spoke comforting words on 
Washington’s global role. 


“There me three great groups ' 
of nations , at die simuo^ f ooe. 
based on the dollar, one based oh ' - 
the yen; and one based on toe 
deutschemafk,” : British Prime . . 
Minister Margaret Thatchersaid. 

French President Francois ^Mit- 
terrand said,' “T hope 'America- . 
does not have, the idea toey are ■ . 
sort of out of it. That is not the .. 
case. The.threat from the Soviet ; 
world hasbecnredricetoBccanse 
of thatv. Eurape^'Can assert its .-. 
personality 

Bush acknowledges, that tinfes . 
have changcto : . _ Z r 


“Earlier pn; in. terms Of. th6 
alliance; - we had a much more 
formidable military opposition. . g 
Naw yre sce toe Wjqsaw Pactjn ’_ 
almost & state of disarray* we see 


troops coming qnr, we see oe 

^* 1^” wplaring tn taKtariari 

terns, so you have, ah 
different era,” Bhsfif- r“ - 
.; Despitetocnew: en 
toe White Ifeuse. Is * 


aauiipassnre. player mgjqbal de- 

After Gorbachev dropped his: 
objections to a mnfjed Gegmuty 
m NATQ, Bushfek itwas^eces-" 
sary to offers detailed explana- 
tion of how the United Statesfrad 
helped advance German unifica- 
tion. \ t . ; v v> 


Simflarty.Butopom 
it was this” United States that 
charted the new. direction 
adopted by NATO at iti recent 
summit. The s»H i ni m\jnny wi also 
credits itseff vrito - lea^g . the 
West tow^ conventional arms 
CUtS in Europe and -arr anging 
assistance for Poland, .Hungary 
and other ratet^mgrienmerack^ 
Political scientist 7 Sfcbato 
observed that, “Amexkan-power- 
doesn’t matter as much ahy more? 
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Destabilisation due to water 


(Contained from page 1) 


Wahda project was cost ineffi- 
cient and that toe Yannonk 
water could be stored more 
economically in Lake Tiberias. 

According to Salameh, Israel 
would be able to recycle appro- 
ximately 250 million cubic 
metres of water each year 
through wastewater treatment 
facilities. He said recycling 
could co mp ensate for the over 
use of easting r es ou rces, but he 
added that it would not allevi- 
ate farad’s a nti c ipa ted water 
shortage problem. 

There Is widespread belief 
among Middle Eastern wa t e r 
experts that Israel, through its 
occupa ti on of South Lebanon, 
is diverting water from toe Lita- 
ni River, which fas entirely 
within Lebanese territ or y. In- 
dependent sources have not 
been able to confirm toe allega- 
tions, but Salameh said without 


reports and “information from 


people who arc working there,” 
he has reason to believe they 
are true. 

Israel would have access to 
about 400 million of the river’s 
annual flow of 730 million cubic 
metres, Salameh said, because 
the Litani is dammed north of 
the “security zone" which 
Israel occupies in South Leba- 
non. Therefore, he continued, 
“even with 400 tmUkm cubic 
metres from the Litani and with 
recycling, that would still not be 
enough water to cover Israel's 
needs by the year 2000.” 

The water expert predicted 
Israel will be forced to either 
curtail agricultural water use or . 
derive water from another 
source, possibly the desalina- 
tion of sea water, in order to 
meet its needs. He said existing 
d e s alin a t ion technology is very 
costly, at about $2 pa cubic 
metre of water. Other sources, 
however, put the cost at suitUe 
locations at, just over SI per 
cubic metre. 


Arab diplomacy in Gulf 


(Ceathmed from page 1) 

jointly planned wi to foreign par* 
ties; and that Kuwait was lagging 
in its response to efforts to re- 
solve the border question and was 
“gradually and systematically 
advancing into ftaqi territory and 
setting up installations on ft.” 
Sheikh Sabah said in Ins letter 
that, “in spite of fray’s intentions 
to continue escalating a media 
campaign,” Knwaifs policy was 
based on nerghbouriiiiess, peace- 
fill coexistence and recourse to 


diatngng in solving outstanding 
p robl em s between toe two coun- 
tries. 


- fa Geneva, Iraq's ofl minister, 
hit OPEC with a demand that it 


must choke supplies until pet- 
roleum prices soar to $25 per 
barrel. 

A $25 barrel was “toe mini- 
mum,’ 1 l«wii Oil Minister Tcani 
Abdul Rabun Al Chalabi told 
reporter s on arrival in Geneva for 
an OrcC ministerial conference 
starting Thursday. 

He said a new ceflmg on total 
erode cal output by the OPECs 
13 states, which toe meeting is to 
set, “will remain unchanged until 
such a price is achieved.” 

Saudi Arabia's minister, 
Hfaham Nazer, said earlier that 
he also favoured higher prices. 
But delegates said S2S was too 
high a target for the world's 
biggest exporter. 
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man recalls pain of ‘golden lotus’ 




" of foot-bind> 

but the cu5- 

! - — d late in the 
618-907 A.D.) 
a local ruler's 
i bind their feet 
a golden struc- 
a lotus flower, 
ame a euphem- 
fcer. 

I was not wide- 
the fourteenth 
e Ming (1368- 
g (1644-1911) 

es would make 
ughters, whose 
soft and pliable. 


bind their four small toes back 
and under the sole of their feet 
and compress the heel and front 
of the foot together. 

The large toe was left extended 
to give the foot, clad in dainty 
and embroidered shoes that were 
part of the bound feet culture, a 
sharp, pointed appearance. 

The ideal length for a golden 
lotus was three inches (eight cen- 
timetres), though few women 
could achieve that size. 

Leung, whose feet are now 
unbound, could not remember 
how large her feet were when 
bound but said they were much 
smaller. 


Women suffered excruciating 
pain and often complete immobil- 
ity for the social status of bound 
feet, which, as they made it im- 
possible for a woman to work, 
demonstrated her leisure and 
affluence. 

"My mother said I would be 
taken for a servant unless I bound 
my feet," said Leung. 

"When my feet were bound I 
could not walk and was carried 
about by a maid on her back,” 
she said. “I had nothing to do at 
home except sewing and 
embroidery.” 

The custom also had strong 
sexual overtones. 


Women wore special scarlet 
shoes in bed at night as the 
contrast with their skin colour 
was said to heighten male desire. 

“Prostitutes with bound feet — 
die smaller the better — could 
ask a higher price,” said Eli- 
zabeth Sin, an historian at Hong 
Kong University. 

The odour of the feet, which 
occasionally turned gangrenous, 
was also said to be erotic. 

T^ung said she washed her feet 
every second day and used a 
powder to absorb the perspira- 
tion. 

At the turn of the century 
Western missionaries and liberal 


Chinese influenced by Western 
ideas began to set up "natural 
foot societies” calling for an end 
to the custom. 

Chinese defenders of the prac- 
tice said at least it did not damage 
internal organs as did the tight 
corsets worn by Western women. 

A series of government de- 
crees. after the 1911 revolution 
that overthrew China's Manchu 
rulers, outlawed foot-binding 

“The colonial government here 
in Hong Kong didn't legislate 
against it because they didn’t 
need to — the social movement 
against it brought it to an end,” 
said Maria Jaschok, a researcher 


of Chinese women’s history. 

Leung said her husband, whom 
she married when she was 15, 
insisted she take off the bindings. 

“I was very happy, but my 
mother-in-law was not. She said 
no one in her house could have 
big feet and, anyway, she always 
thought my feet were not small 
enough," Leung said./ 

"It was very painful because 
my feet were growing in the 
opposite direction. I had to pot 
my feet in a special solution every 
day to relieve the pain. 

“I don’t think bound feet are 
beautiful.” 


By Kate Casa 
Special to the Jordan Tones 

AMMAN — Up to 3 million 
Soviet Jewish immigrants to 
Israel within the next decade 
will reinforce the conservative 
political trends that brought 
about the formation of the 
most right-wing government in 
the history of the Jewish state, 
according to demographics ex- 
perts here. The result, they 
warn, could be the creation of 
“another Israel” in the Middle 
East 

Dr. Fouzi Sahawnefa, chair- 
man of the Population Studies 
Department of the University 
erf Jordan, said in a recent 
interview that massive Soviet 
Jewish immigration to Israel 
could overshadow the dimi- 
nishing segment of Israeli soci- 
ety which supports a land-for- 
peace settlement with the 
Palestinians. Sahawneh 
pointed out that statistically, 
Jews from Eastern Europe and 
the Soviet Union lean political- 
ly to the right. 

Projections of the number of 
Soviet Jews i mmig rating to 
Israel stnee the United States' 
capped its immigration level 
last year at 40,000 annually, 
continue to spiral upward. A. 
report from Tel Aviv last week 
put the number at as many as 
12 million, according to former 
Soviet Jewish dissid£nrNrf&n 
Sharansky. 

At Jordan University’s de- 
mographics department, one 
of only two in the Middle East, 
pro f es sors are working with 
figures that project a possible 
maximum of 3 million immig- 
rants within- die next decade, 
or as many as 1 million within 
the next two to three years. 

But according to Sahawneh 


‘Soviet Jewish influx portends 
a more right-wing Israel’ 


and his colleague. Dr. Ahmad 
Ham moo da, Arab govern- 
ments are not yet rising to the 
challenge that such a massive 
immigration rate holds for the 
region. Hammouda predicted 
that an influx of up to 3 million 
Jews over the next decade will 
bolster Israel's expansionist 
tendencies. 

“I think we are facing the 
creation of another Israel in 
the Arab World,” Hammouda 
said. “It took 40 years for 
f oor-an d-a-half million Jews to 
gather in Palestine. Now we’re 
talking about up to 3 million 
gathering there in the next 
three to four, or at the outside, 
10 years.” 

Asked how Arab govern- 
ments are responding .to the 
issue, Sahawneh said, “I don’t 
think anybody is doing any- 
thing, not in the demographics 
field or any other field, in 
terms of planning for this even- 
tuality. Maybe the govern- 
ments are going something that 
we don’t know about, but as 
far as we can see it’s not 
encouraging.” 

The professor said he be- 
lieves Soviet Jewish immigra- 
tion is only the first step in a 
long-term Israeli plan to gather 
more Jews from throughout 
the world and ultimately expel 
Palestinians from what is left of 
their land. However, be said, 
he does not anticipate ' an 
Israeli incursion into Jordanian 
territory until a second wave of 
immigrants comes to Israel, 
perhaps around the turn of the 
century. 

Whatever the time frame, 
Hammouda feels certain Israel 
wiH attempt to expand its bor- 
ders eventually. “They have 
already crossed the borders 
into Lebanon and Syria,” he 
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pointed out, ‘’and they've 
neutralised Ejypt, so the only 
possibility left is Jordan, which 
is the weakest part of the fence 
around Israel ” 

Another fat or in the expan- 
sionist equati in, Hammouda 
said, is that ews have been 
taught not t at Palestine is 
their land, t tit that greater 
Israel is their land — an area 
that includes everything be- 
tween the Nie and the Eup- 
hrates. “So it' i not a matter of 
’if,” Hammoida added, "but 
‘when’.” 

The profe sors predicted 
that the large influx of Soviet 
Jews will also galvanise Israel's 
political riglt wing. “Jews 
from Easter i Europe, the 
Soviet Union and Arab coun- 
tries tend to vote mostly on the 
ultra-right,” tSahawneh said, 
“and I think this is what 
brought the Likud to power.” 
He pointed out that a major 
political shift occurred In Israel 
during the mid-1970s when the 
migration of Eastern Jews be- 
gan to surpass those coming 
from the west. 

“Therefore,” Sahawneh 
continued, “you can now ex- 
pect that the influence of the 
West and Western-educated 
people will become less. I 
think we can expect to see less 
(Shimon) Peres-and (Abba) 
E ban- types and. .more (Yit- 
zhak) Shamir-types m Israel;” 

According to Sahawneh and 
Hammouda, although many 
Eastern Jews come from 
societies in which they them- 
selves were repressed or for- 
bidden human and dvil rights, 
they are disinclined to support 
Palestinian rights because 
hatred for the indigenous 
population of Palestine is “im- 
planted" in their minds even 


THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THE RELIABLE 


PACKING, AIR FREIGHT 
FORWARDING, DOOR- to 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES . CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE . TICKETS 
AND, RESERVATIONS. 


AMIN KAWAR & SONS 

TEL 604676 604696 ^ 
P.O.BOX 7806 






FIRST CLASS INDIAN 



Open Daily 12.30-340 pm 
.730-11.30 pm 

After the Philadelphia Hotel 

tbwanta 3rd circle 


Tel:65y519 6&952C 


before they arrive in Israel. 

Said Sahawneh: “Although 
the majority of the immigrants 
to Israel now come from the 
East, the East is not one but 
many cultures. So there is no- 
thing in common between 
those people except one thing: 
that they are being told ‘this is 
your promised land. This is the 
land where you will live the 
rest of your lives. This is your 
ancestral home. And those 
Palestinians are threatening us. 
This is our land.’ So they can 
all unite around a common 
cause which is: ‘It’s us or 
them’.” 

Although immigration has 
been a central pillar of Zionism 
since the foundation of the 
movement, Sahawneh and 
Hammouda predict the mas- 
sive influx of Soviet Jewry will 
be a mixed blessing for Israel. 

On the beneficial side for 
Israel, Sahawneh said, the in- 
coming Soviets will provide an 
easily manageable, easily re- 
trainable labour force. 

A large percentage of the 
Soviet Jews are expected to be 
between the ages of IS and 65. 
Only about 25 per cent are age 


25 and udner and about' 20 to 
12 per cent are age 65 and 
older, the professors said. 

Therefore, their impact on 
the educational system may be 
more manageable than on. for 
example, health or housing 
services. However, the profes- 
sors predict Israel will be un- 
able to absorb the huge labour 
force and unemployment could 
skyrocket to as much as 40 per 
cent in the next several years. 

“For the immigrants right 
now, it’s a honeymoon trip,” 
Sahawneh said. “They have 
come to the promised land. 
Housing and jobs are being 
provided, but bow long can 
Israel keep up this charade? 
And several years down the 
road, when the subsidies run 
out and unemployment and 
inflation are high, they may 
begin to think of migrating 
again." 

However, with many West- 
ern countries such as the Un- 
ited States and Canada sharply 
curtailing the number of im- 
migrants they accept, Ham- 
mouda pointed out, the immig- 
rants could find themselves on 
a "one-way trip.” 
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Lewis loses to Burrell in 1 00 metres 

Goodwill Games marred by brawl 

on basketball court, Soviet defection 


MEDAL TABLE 


G .S B Tot 


SEATTLE (AP) — Leroy Burrell beat Carl Lewis in 
the 100 metres in a day of confrontation at the 
Goodwin Games, where 31 win rated on the basket- 
ban court 


WbOe the United States' star 
shone brightly in the swimming 
pool with a third gold medal for 
Janet Evans and a rare victory 
over East Germany in a women's 
relay, a couple of basketball stars 
blew out in a flurry of fists and 
angry words Monday. 

The Americans beat Puerto 
Rico 100-94 in their opening 
game, but only after Alonzo 
Mourning of the U.S. team and 
Jose Ortiz of Puerto Rico fought 
to a rather inarticulate tie. 

Both were ejected for fistfight- 
ing in the first half as the United 
States began its quest for another 
sort of vengeance. 

The Americans face the Soviets 
on Tuesday night, the team that 
beat America and won the gold 
medal in the 1988 Seoul Olym- 
pics. They have not met since at 
this level. 

Track and Odd 

While the basketball players 
were squaring off with their fists, 
Americans Burrell and Lewis set- 
tied their score in a more sporting 
fashion. Burrell won the gold 
medal in 10.05 seconds. Lewis 
was second in 10.08. 

Lewis, 29, the world record- 
holder, had beaten Burrell, the 
top sprinter in the world tins 
year, all five times they met 


previously, but they hadn't met 
this year. 

“Leroy was sharper and he did 
what he had to do," Lewis sakL 
“Fm still at it, and well be back. 
This should give America a great 
1-2 punch for a long time.” 

Lewis broke in the lead, but 
Burrell strode smoothly ahead of 
Lewis about halfway through the 
race and held on for the victory. 

“I didn't get my characteristic 
start, but I felt I would be in it,” 
said Burrell, whose 9.94 earlier 
this year was only .02 off Lewis’ 
world record. “Fm excited, but 
I’m more excited because I was 
able to adjust to all the pressure.” 

Jackie Joyner-Kersee hoped to 
break her world record of 7,291 
points in the heptathlon, perhaps 
even become the first woman to 
break the 7,300 mark in this 
seven-event test. But two poor 
performances Sunday dashed 
those hopes. 

Still, she easily repeated her 
1986 Goodwill Games victory 
with 6,783 points. 

Basketball 

Mourning, of Georgetown, hit 
a free throw with 8t01 left in the 
first half and, as the ball went 
through the net, Ortiz and Mark 
Randall of Kansas hit the floor. 
Mourning, 6-foot-9, walked off 


the line and said something to 
Ortiz, 6-11. Ortiz slapped at 
Mourning, who swung wildly in 
retaliation. When Ramon Rivas 
of Puerto Rico missed a sucker 
punch from behind Mourning, 
both benches emptied. 

“I was dying to get position 
and slipped after I was nudged,” 
Randall said. “The next thing 1 
knew, guys were flying over me. 1 
think Alonzo was just trying to 
protect his teammates.” 

Referees restored order and 
ejected Mourning and Ortiz. 

Billy Owens scored 34 points 
for the Americans, who trailed by 
10 points before the fight and led 
by as many as 12 in the second 
half. 

Swimming 

Evans, who won three swim- 
ming gold medals in Seoul, won 
her third of these games when she 
captured the 1,500-metre frees- 
tyle in the second-fastest time 
ever, and 17-year-old Summer 
Sanders captured her second 
gold, stamping herself as a swim- 
mer to watch at tire Barcelona 
Olympics in two years. 

But the most startling perform- 
ance of the meet was turned in by 
the U.S. women’s 400-metre 
medley relay team, which set an 
American record and beat the 
East Germans for the first time 
since 1978. 

The U.S. 400-metre medley 
relay team of Betsy Mitchell, 
Tracey McFarlane, Janel Jorgen- 
sen mid Nicole Haislett set an 


Gonzalez retains boxing title 


LOS ANGELES (R) — Humber- 
to “Cmquita” Gonzalez of Mex- 
ico retained his World Boxing 
Council (WBQ light-flyweight ti- 
de when he stopped Lim Jung- 
Keun of South Korea in the fifth 
round of a scheduled 12-round 
bout. 

The 24-year-old Gonzalez, 
making the fourth defence of the 
title he won last year, dominated 
tiie fight from start to finish with 
his superior power and punching 
ability. 

The champion knocked down 
the number one ranked challen- 
ger late in the fourth round. 
Gonzalez had lim ready to hit 
the canvas once more When re- 
feree Rudy Ortega stopped the 
bout just 34 seconds into the fifth 
round. 

The victory unproved Gon- 
zalez’s record to 28 wins and no 
losses with 22 knockouts. 

The 25-year-old Lim, from 
Pusan, appearing in his first 
world tide bout, saw his record 
drop to 12 wins and five fosses. 


The fight began somewhat 
skwty with each boxer cautious 
in the opening round. 

In the second round Gonzalez 
took charge repeatedly connect- 
ing to the challenger’s head with 
effective lefts. 

With 20 seconds left in the 
fourth round, Gonzalez hit the 
South Korean with a flurry of 
punches and knocked him down 
with a left. But Lim rose to his 
feet and survived the few remain- 
ing seconds left in the fo ur th. 

However,, in the fifth a deter- 
mined looking Gonzalez went to 
work quickly. 

He put tire challenger against 
the ropes and connected with 
repeated strong punches when 
tire referee stepped in and stop- 
ped the bout. 

Lim’s only brief moment of glory 
came in the early part of the 
fourth round when he connected 
with a dear left to Gonzalez’s 
head. 

But the blow did not have 
anything dose to the power of tire 


champion's punches and did no 


Nelson to fight Laporte in 
Sydney 

MELBOURNE, Australia (AP) 
— Former tide holder Azumah 
Nelson of Ghana will face Puerto 
Rican Joan Laporte in an eKnri - 
nator for the World Boxing 
Council super-featherweight 
cha mp ionship in Sydney on Sept. 

7, promoter Bill Mordey 
announced Tuesday. 

Nelson relinquished tire title 
earlier this year and made an 
unsuccessful challenge for the 
WBC lightweight tide held by 
American Penrell Whitaker. 

He has a 31-2 record. Laporte 
is 36-9-1. 

Mordey said tire winner of tire 
fight would face Australian Jeff 
Fdrecfa for the title in November 
at a venue still to be decided. 


U.S. beats Poland in Federation Cup 


ATLANTA (R) — Zina Garri- 
son led her U.S. team in giving a 
lesson in world-class tennis Mon- 
day -to three little-known and 
grateful Polish players 'on the 
first day of the main draw of the 
Federation Cup. 

The top-seeded Americans, 
opening their defence of the 
women’s equivalent of the Davis 
Cup, lost just five games in 
sweeping their two singles match- 
es and one doubles, and the other 
seeded teams in action also won 
all three of their matches without 
dropping a set. 


Third-seeded Austria beat Bul- 
garia, sixth-seeded Italy defeated' 
Finland and seventh-seeded 
Czechoslovakia beat South 
Korea. 

Garrison, fourth in the world 
and the highest-ranked player in 
the tournament, beat 197th- 
ranked Katarzyna Nowak - 6-0, 
6-1. The 1990 Wimbledon final- 
ist’s only loss of a game came at 
5-0 in the second set, and she 
quickly resumed her untouchable 
form in tire last game, w inning at 
the net with an overhand shot 


into a court left empty by her 
desperately scrambling oppo- 
nent. 

Fourteen-year-old Jennifer 
Capriati, who has rocketed to a 
13th-place ranking in just five 
months as a professional, fell 
behind 2-3 on unforced errors 
before regaining her concentra- 
tion to defeat 537th-ranked Mag- 
dalena Mro z 6-3, 6-1. 

fo the doubles, Garrison and 
Qtgi Fernandez beat Mroz and 
muanked Renata Slozypzynska 
64), 6-0 in just a half-hour. 


American record of 4:06-94 in 
winning the gold medal. The old 
record was 4:07.75. 

The U.S. Ti’ team was second, 
with die East Germans third. No 
U.S. women’s team had beaten 
an East German relay team since 
the 1978 World Championships. 

Evans’ time in the 1,500 was 15 
minutes, 54.23 seconds. It was 
2.13 seconds off the work! record 
she set two years ago in Orlando, 
Florida, the last time toe swam 
tire distance. 

She finished nearly 18 seconds 
ahead of second-place Haley 
Lews of Australia. 

*T knew pretty much in this 
race I was going to have to swim 
against tire dock,” Evans said. 

Sanders, who will be Evans’ 
teammate at Stanford this fall, 
added a victory in the women’s 
200-metre individual medley to 
the gold medal she won in the 400 
medley two days' ago in beating 
Evans. 

Soviet hockey star defects 

A Soviet hockey star defected 
from his team at the Goodwill 
Games and was seeking to join 
the Detroit Red Wings of the 
National Hockey League (NHL), 
sports officiate say. 

Sergei Fedorov, a 20-year-old 
centre on the Soviet national 
team, dis a ppe a red after a pre- 
liminary game Sunday with the 
U.S. team in Portland, Oregon, 
■aid an official of USA Hockey, 
the governing body for amateur 
hockey in tins country. 


Brazil boss 
denies 
Falcao is 
new coach 

RIO DE JANEIRO (R) — 
Ricardo Teixeira, president of 
the Brazilian Football Confedera- 
tion (GBF), has denied reports 
that former World Cup star Fal- 
cao had been appointed coach of 
fire national team. . .. 

Teixeira, son-in-law of FIFA . 

| (International Football Federa- 
tion) President Joao Havelange, 
told a press conference at tire 
GBF headquarters he had still to 
decide who would s uccee d Sebas- 
tiao LazaronL 

“We have a lot of time before 
tiie team's first scheduled game in 
September and therefore there is 
no need for panic. I am going to 
analyse coldly all the names be- 
fore making tiie choke,” be said. 

He said he had not even 
spoken to Falcao. “I have not 
been in contact with any potential 
coach of the Brazilian national 
team,” he said. 

He would not name any of tire 
candidates, saying only that the 
new coach would be someone 
“who is capable of working 
together with other members of 
the training staff as part of a 
team.” 

Teixeira said he woukl prob- 
ably make his choke within one 
or two weeks. He said he wanted 
the new coach to give more 
chance to home-based players. ! 

Twelve of the 22 who repre- 
sented Brazil in the 1990 World 
Cup were foreign-based at tire 
time of the competition. 


Havelange confirms U.S. will stage 1994 cup final 


RIO DE JANEIRO (Agencies) 
— FIFA President Joao Have- 
lange said Monday the United 
States would definitely stage the 
1994 World Cup finals, effective- 
ly dismissing reports that the 
Americans were set to back down 
as hosts. 

Asked at a news conference if 
be could confirm that the Amer- 
icans would stage the 1994 com- 
petition, Havelange replied: “It 
has been confirmed since May 
1988.” 

Leading soccer personalities 
said earlier this month the failure 
of the 1990 World Cup to arouse 
the interest of American televi- 
sion viewers meant the United 
States could soon back out of 
staging the 1994 finals. 

Paul Breather, a ' member of 
West Germany’s 1974 World 
Cup-winning team, said in a 
newspaper column be had been 
told by a member of the U.S. 
organising committee that a deci- 
sion to step down had already 
been made. 

Havelange announced changes 
in tire qualifying competition for 
tire 1994 World Cup and said 
Europe would have only 12 
guaranteed places. 

Europe supplied 14 of tiie 1990 
finalists, including hosts Italy. It 
was not dear whether Have-" 
bulge’s new figure included de- 
fending champions West Ger- 


many, who gain automatic entry 
'to the finals . 

Havelange did not mention 
Africa, who are pressi n g for an 
increase in their r e prese n tation 
from two teams to three following 
noteworthy performances by 
Cameroon and Egypt in Italy. 

He said Aria would have two 
finalists. South America three 
and Concacaf (North and Central 
America) two. Havelange did not 
say whether the U.S. hosts were 
included in the Concacaf quota*. 

Another place would be dis- 
puted between Europe and Asia, 
while a further place would be 
contested by Sooth America and 
Concacaf, he said. 

Havelange said new methods - 
for deciding drawn matches in the 
World Cup, to replace the con- 
troversial penalty shoot-out, 
would be discussed by FIFA at 
ti re en d of the year. 

FIFA’s World Cup Organising 
Committee, which has 21 mem- 
ber countries from five conti- 
nents, would meet in December, 
discuss a report of the 1990 com- 
petition and then put forward any 

new proposals at a later meeting, 

he said. 

He dismissed reports that the 
1994 World Cup would be held in 
September instead of the tradi- 
tional months of June and July, 
describing such a change as im- 
possible because of the timing of 


the European domestic competi- 
tions. 

With the World Cup coming to 
the United States in 1994, Sport- 
ing Lisbon coach Marinbo 'Peres 
says foreign dubs feel an obliga- 
tion to enlighten North Amer- 
icans on the popularity of soccer. 

“People abroad don’t under- 
stand why football isn't a popular 
sport in tiie United States, con- 
tidenng it is the wealthiest coun- 
try in the world,”- Peres said 
Monday in an interview. 

Sporting Lisbon wifi be one of 
four teams in next month’s Marl- 
boro Cup of New York, a 4-year- 1 
old series of exhibition matches in 
the United States that has 
attracted some big name dubs 
from Europe and South America. 

With soccer receiving scant 
attention in the United States, 
Peres says fo reign teams can use 
opportunities like the Marlboro 
Cup to demonstrate worid-dass. 
soccer to the U.S. publk. 

“We're coming over here to 
teach and to spread tiie experi- 
ence of football,” Peres said. 
“We have worid-dass players on 
Spotting Lisbon. We’re not com- 
ing here for vacation. We’re here 
to teach and educate the Amer- 
ican people about football 


FIFA has been criticised by 
some for a w a rd in g the quadren- 
nial World Cop tournament to 


the United States, practically the 
only country were soccer is not a 
major spectator sport. 

The top 24 teams will compete 
in tire summer of 1994 in eight to 
12 as yet unspecified sites in tire 
United Sta tes. 

Sporting Lisbon, which qual- 
ified from the Portuguese League 
for this season’s UEFA Cop, will 
face Peruvian 1 dub Atianza of 
Lima on Aug. 10 in the first of 
two games at Giants Stadium in 
East Rntberfiffif, New Jersey, the 
former home of the once-femous, 
now-defunct Cosmos.* The U.S. 
Rational Team plays Flamengo of 
Brazil in the second match. 

The winners will compete for 
tire dt n mpirmdnp on Aug. 12 
after toe losers meet in a consola- 
tion match e arlier i n the day. 

In 1990 the Marlboro Cups of 
Miami, Los Angeles and Chicago 
attracted the national teams of 
World Cup qualifiers Colombia, 
Costa Rica, Uruguay and the Un- 
ited States. Poland also com- 
peted. 

In past years, tire Marlboro 
Cop has attracted dub teams such 
as Nadonal of Medellin and 
Sporting Cristal of Colombia, 
-Adas and Olivas of Mexico and 
1988 European Cup finalist Beu- 
fica of Portugal. 


The Red Wings picked Fedor- 
ov in round 4 of the 1989 National 
Hockey League entry draft 

Fedorov appeared upset after 
earning a gross nriscoodnct penal- 
ty in Sunday’s game and left a 
team dinner early, said the offi- 
cial, who spoke on the con d itio n 
he not be identified. 

Fedorov never showed up at 
fas hotel room and didn’t travel 
with the Soviet to Kenne- 
wick, Washington, Monday, the 
official said. 

“We don’t have any 31 feelings 
toward tire .player,” said Yuri 
Korolev, vice president of the 
Soviet Ice Hockey Federation. 
“We didn’t want to begin tiie 
Goodwin Games with soch an 
incident.” 

“I would rather not co mment 
on that,” Red Wings Assistant 
General Manager Nick Polano 
said when asked Tuesday about 
Fedorov joining the team. 

WDIV-TV in Detroit repor te d 
that Fedorov either was in De- 
troit or on his way here late 
Monday. The station, quoting un- 
identified sources in Seattte and 
Detroit, said Red Wings o fficial* 
were t* faring with Fedorov about 
jomiqg the NHL dub. 

Korolev said he was willing to 
talk with the Red Wings about 
Fedorov but wanted him to rejoin 
the Soviet national team at the 
Goodwin Games. 

“We are witting to have nego- 
tiations with Detroit if tire player 
is returned,” he said. “If tile 
player is not returned, there is 
DOfthmg to discuss. We are talking 
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about the Goodwill Games arid 
there has been so good w3L” 
The Soviet sports system allows 
hockey players to join NHL dubs 
once they reach age 28, Korolev 


TBS could lose $26m 

Turner said Monday that Tur- 
ner Broadcasting System Inc. 
could lose aa much as S2K milft rin 
on the Goodwill Games — doubl- 
ing earlier projections from the 
company. 

Asked if losses this summer 
would equal the $26 million 
shortfall from the 1986 Goodwill 
Games in Moscow, the TBS 
board chairman said toe deficit 
would be “in that range.” 


Claudio Chiap pecrl (kit) and Greg Lemood toning the 17th of 
the Tour de France 

French hail Greg Lemond, 
worry about local cyclists 


PARIS (AP) — Greg Lemond 
has become a hero to the French 
press and public, but his repeat 
victory in tire Tour de France 
didn’t mask disappointment over 
tire worst showing by French rid- 
ers since 1925. 

Some young Frenchmen 
showed promise at different 
points during toe three-week 
race, but the best of them — 
Fabrice Philpot — placed only 
14th. In 76 previous tours, 
Frenchmen won 40 times. 

On Monday, the day after 
Lemond’s decisive victory, 
French sports writers were left to 
speculate whether be could join 
Belgian Eddie Merckx and 
France’s two cycling immortals — 
Jacques Anquetil and Bernard 
Hinault — as the only five-time 
winner of the Tour. 

Lemond has now won three 
titles— in 1986, 1989 and 1990— 
placing him in a three-way tie for 
(be most victories after Merckx, 
Anquetil and Hina nft. 


Lemond, 29, made dear he 
wants to keep racing. He said 
Sunday be expects to compete in 
the Tour at least three more 
times. 

Hinault contended Monday 
that French cycling was not in a 
crisis, although he acknowledged 
that tire best-known of his coun- 
trymen — Lament Fignon and 
Queries Mottet — had been dis- 
appointments. 

Fignon dropped out early, suf- 
fering from leg injuries and low 
spirits. Mottet finished 49th. 

Spain was the d omina nt coun- 
try this year, placing four cyclists 
in the top 10. 

“If there hadn't been a Spa- 
niard in the top 10 in the Vudtta 
(Spain’s premier cycling event), it 
would have been shameful,” said 
Jose Miguel Echavani, one of the 
managers for Spanish star Pedro 
Delgado. 
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Both vulnerable. South deals. 
NORTH 

* Q 

9 8743 
UK S 4 

* Q 10 6 3 

WEST EAST 

♦ J 10 5 * K 7 3 

?J10 95 ? KQ 

0 10 82 0QJ96 

* K J 2 *8754 

SOUTH 

• * A9 8642 

7 A62 
0 73 

* A 9 


The bidding: 



South 

West 

North 

East 

1 * 

Pass 

1 NT 

Pass 

2 * 

Pass 

3 * 

Pass 

4 * 

Pass 

Pass 

Pass 

Opening lead: 

Jack of 

n 


At the blackjack table, the 
house's edge is that the dealer's sec- 
ond card is concealed, which forces 
the player to aa before he knows 
whether the dealer has a good or 
bad hand. In bridge, the fact that 
declarer’s hand is hidden can have a 
similar advantage. 

Both North and South were ag- 
gressive in the auction. North would 


WE DO THE IMPOSSIBLE 
. . , have liked another spade and South 
ilh aeais. ghould have had a better suit to go 
on to game. But some fine card- 
reading and reliance on a defender’s 
fears allowed South to sneak home. 

From the opening lead and East’s 
play of the queen at trick one, de- 
7 3 clarer deduced it was likely East had 

Q the bare king-queen of hearts. So 

19 6 South took the ace of beam and 

r 5 4 immediately led ^ ace and another 

club. West climbed up with the king 
2 and reverted to a heart to partner's 

king. 

East could do no better than shift 
to a diamond, taken in dummy. De- 
clarer discarded a heart on the 
East Queen of clubs, then led the queen 
Pass of spades. Afraid that to cover' 
Pass would cost a trick if declarer's spade 

Pass suit was headcq by A J 10, East 
if ducked. So did declarer, 

table, the After cashing the ace of dia- 
dealer's sec- monds. South cgme to hand with a 
rhich forces diamond fuff tojplay ace and anoth- 
e he knows a spade. When tiie suit split evenly, 
a good or declarer had held his losers to one 
le fact that trick in each suit except for dia- 
i can have a monds. Not ban for someone who 
seemed to have jttarted out with two 
th were ag- losers in trumps, two in hearts and 
I Orth would one in dubs. | 



FORECAST FOR WEDNESDAY JDLY 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer, Carroll f^ter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: A 
beautiful day and evening for yon 
to become renewcd in tire spirit of 


•access, right-action and happi- 
ness. Keep expecting the best 
possible res u lts. 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
Your own personal progress can be 
greatly expedited today if you 
approach yoor activities from a 
new stmt and them avoid making 
material nwnniitm ^ u i q , 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
You treed toteoome imbued anew 
wife your aspirations and plan, to 
make them work with more secre- 
cy tf yon are to succeed in obtam- 
mg them. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) Be 
on tire lookout for new friends and; 
acquaintances now for it is through 
than yon can make yoor swiftest 
progress and don’t fuss over a 
private concern. 

MOON^CHfaLDREN: (June 22 to 
Wy 21) Consider veil just how . 
yem want to be regarded by bigwigs 
and tire general public and make 
plans to gain this; avoid an egotis- 
tical friend. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Con- 
tact those penous available whom 
yon have not know and get their 
views how you can. best march 
forward to greater successes and 
avoid a bu mp tious official. - 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) A day to get into w hate ver 


advanced foihhdaa are avaSable 
for yon cooperate more priftperiy 
with those iriw can aid your prac- 
tical p ro gre s s . ' ~ . 

1JBRA: (September 23 to October 
22) Be on the qnfcrive for some 
excellent suggestions fromimpui- 
srve and mentally aware, inefr- 
vidnals for mote advancement in 
world of outride activity. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 foNovan- . 
ber 21) A day to look into whatev- 
er printed material is at your fing- 
ertips to uncover better ways to 
handfe yoorroatii» activities. - 


SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 

.December 21) A jovial person will 

be witting to go along with a plan 
you have for enjoying yomaetf and 
yoor recreations more thoroughly 
so listen to hua/her. 
CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) Rely more upon your 
own judgment what coarse is best 
to pmsae at your home so that 
ever yon e- there is. more c ontended 
and happy. - 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) A great day to. get out 
communications for those at a dis- 
tance and m which yoor best judg- 
ment needs to be "*«*«»"«* to your 
^advantage/ 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) Money and business matters 
sfconld occupy your attention today 
so look fee ways to add to your 
holdings and put them in effect at 
one. ■ -■ 




‘Do you know anything about the 
bullet holes In the .refriger- ; 
_ ator door?” 


"-■‘byl Henri Amok! and BobLda 


mmimm 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to torrn 
four ordinary words. 




Now arrange the dieted letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Print answer hare: 



Yesterday's 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles; SKUNK JETTY ABUSED BRANCH 
Answer Back In the Navy— STERN 


THE Daily Crossword;,, 


UmSnttay 


ACROSS 
1 Pacific 
5 Covering 
9 Singer 
Washington 
14 Others: Last. ' 
15' Up to the Job 

16 Skip town 

17 Melody 

18 Domino 

19 Politico's need 

20 Long-running 


23 Kin .of song 

24 Act rasa Hagen 

25 Devilish ones • 

27 Brunched 

28 Cretan's - 
mount 

31 String 
Instrument 

34 Portage Item 

36 Pop style . 

37 Long-running 
TV comedy 

41 Comic Louis 

42 Chased . 
congers 

43 Henry yilTs 
2nd 

44 Land of — ' 

45 Finish 


(attentive) 

49 Card game 

50 Long couch , . 

54 Long-running 
quiz program 
60 Beauty parlor 
81 Hindustani ■' - 

62 Time frames 

63 Lone Star 
shrine 

84 Lab medium 
65 HH 
'66 Library 
request 
87 Atllcsn 
township 
68 At such time' 

DOWN 

1 Social group 

2 Oahu farewell ' 

3 Vessel . 

4 More puissant 

5 Snooze 


BaHaii 

ami 


ana aa 


area area aaaal 
aaaaHaaaHBHBB 
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Israel cats 
food subsidies 
to fund more 
settlements 

TCLAV1V (R) — The fcradi 
govcrumeut slashed subsidies 
on basic foods Tuesday in a 
search for -extra funds to fi- 
nance the settlement of 
Thousands of Soviet Jewish im-' 
migrants _ 

The oils on a number of 
food items, part of a $200 
rcffion reduction in the spend- 
ing plans contained in the last 
budget, ra is ed bread prices 30 

per ceitt ami the cort of duck- 
ed by six per cent. 

The changes, which will save 
.the government $40 million a 
year, angered representatives 
of die hundreds of Israelis who 
have set up tent communities 
around the country to protest 
rising rents. 

“They took away our 
bouses, now they are taking 
away our food,” a homeless 
person in Tel Aviv complained 
to one newspaper. 

Homeless in the northern 1 
city of Haifa, a centre of Soviet 
Jewish' settlement, declared a 
hunger strike in protest a gainst 
the price rises. 

- The Israeli central bank, in 
an unusually strong criticism of 
a government decision, said 
the cot in subsidies would fuel 
inflation and did not solve the 
need for an overhaul of the 
budget. 

“The subsidies cut is another 
patch on the budget, and is 
contrary to the government’s 
promise not to increase prices 
by more than 10 per cent in 
1990," the Bank of Israel said. 

The government, cutting its 
budget 1.7 per cent, also said it 
would end a tax deduction for 
the second child in high- 
income families and would 
make El Al, Israel's national 
airline, pay for its own secur- 
ity. 

Further cuts are expected 
soon, including subsidies on 
milk, eggs and transport. Eco- 
nomists said the higher prices 
would eventually percolate 
through the economy to cause 
price rises for many other 
goods. 

The government cuts are 
aimed. at financing thc_absofp* 
tkm ofa wave ofSavfe$ immig- 
rants. Some 70,000 1 have ar- 
rived so far in 1990 and 150,000 
are expected by the end of the 
year. 


Economic NEWS BRIEFS 


Yemen unifies prices of oil products 

SANAA (R) — T he Yemeni government has derided to unify the 
prK*s at consumer oil products throughout thej newly established 
rc P u b nc. Sanaa radio has said. The decision was taken at an 
extraordinary cabinet meeting called to disouss of 

prices of various commodities since the merger in May of North 
and South Yemen. Prices of oil products have been relatively high 
m the southern part of the country compared with those in the 
“T 1 -™ 5 °f dairy and other food produce were doubled in 
Aden district last month, prompting street protests m some parts 
°* ■ i?-. ^ ra£ ^ e “hfons in Aden, which yas foe capital of 
socialist South Yemen, have threatened to strike over the price 
hikes. j r 

S. Arabia reports new oil discovery 

RIYADH (AP) — Oil Minister HishamNazet has «nnn»mcH fixe 
sixth discovery of an oil field in 13 month! in foe previously 
untapped central regions of the desert kingdom. Saudi Arabia 
already sits on a quarter of the world’s proven oil reserves. Its 
main oil-producing zones are in fixe eastern provinces bordering 
the Gulf. In a statement distributed by file official Saudi Press 
Agency, Nazer said foe first well drilled in the new field, 
Hazmieh-1, struck sulphur-free oil and condenstates. He gave the 
location of the well as 250 kilomet r e s south of the ca pital Riyadh 
and nine kilometres soiuth of Hawteh-1 , foe first oil discovery by 
Saudi Aramco in the central regions in Jane 1989. The six 
oil-bearing zones were located at depths between 6,000 and 7,000 
feet and contain large reserves of high-grade oil and gas, the 
minister said. No figures have been released on reserves in the 
new fields. Saudi Aramco, the kingdom's giant oil-pro ducin g 
company, was able to tap the ofl prospects of the central regions 
after acquiring ultra-sophisticated computers from the United 
Stales. Until then the region had been considered barren of oil. 

Turkey raises minimum wages by 84% 

ANKARA (R) — Turkey Tuesday raised minim um monthly 
wages for agricultural and industrial workers by 84 per cent to 
414,000 lira ($155) from 225,000 Bra ($84). The rise, reported by 
the Anatolian News Agency, is to offset annual inflati on of 62.6 
per cent at the end of June, it will be effective from Aug. 1. The 
government gave 25 per cent semi-annual salary rises to civil 
servants in July, sparking demonstrations by employees who 
expected more. 

Iran announces higher tea crop 

NICOSIA (R) — Iranian farmers sold 120,000 tonnes of green tea 
leaves to foe government by the end of the spring harvest, 15,000 
tonnes more than last year, foe Iranian news agency IRNA has 
said. Iran imp o rts about a third of its tea. In 1987, its tea crop 
grown in 36,000 hectares (89,000 acres) in the Caspian coast 
provinces of Gilan and Mazandaran yielded 45,000 tonnes of 
dried tea. 

GIB reports rise in net profit 

BAHRAIN (R) — Gulf International Bank (GIB), the second- 
biggest offshore bank in Bahrain, has said its net profit for the 
first half of 1990 rose to $32.5 million. GIB recorded a loss of 
K925 million for the whole of 1989 after setting aside $725 
million in provisions for LDC (less developed country) debt in a 
bid to rid itself of the problem completely. The bank said in a 
statement that operating income rose to $5835 million in the first 
six months of 1990 from $54.77 during first-half 1989. Expenses 
fell to $25.47 million from $2533 million. Assets edged up to $9.9 
billion on June 30, 1990, from $9.6 billion at the middle of the 
previous year. In line with its normal policy. GIB did not give 
figures for provisions. The bank is owned by the g o vern me nts 
of Bahrain, Iraq, Kuwait, Qatar, Oman, Saudi Arabia and the 
United Arab Emirates. 
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LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 
leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at imdsession 
cm the London foreign exchange and bullion markets Tuesday. 
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One Sterling 1.8225.35 
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Iraqi troop 
report boosts 
oil prices 
dose to $20 


GENEVA (R) — Oil prices shot 
up Tuesday on news that Iraq 
moved troops near Kuwait's fron- 
tier in what Western diplomats in 
the Gulf said might be a scare 
tactic ahead of OPEC talks this 
week in Geneva. 

The diplomats said Iraq de- 
ployed two armoured divisions 
near the disputed frontier. 
Kuwait, like its neighbour and 
ally Saudi Arabia, has advocated 
a moderate pricing system within 
the Organisation of Petroleum 
Exporting Countries (OPEC). 

OPEC delegates in Geneva 
said Iraq seemed to be using 
strongarm tactics in support of a 
more hawkish policy to throttle 
OPEC supply and drive np the 
cost of a barrel of oil to $25. 

London September futures for 
the world benchmark crude, 
Brent blend ffom the North Sea, 
gained almost 50 cents per barrel 
on foe Iraq report and at 1000 
GMT was $19.60 a barrel. 

Eaifier threats by Iraqi Presi- 
dent Saddam Hussein of unspeci- 
fied retaliation against Kuwait 
and other Arab states which 
violated OPEC-mandated oil 
production quotas, depressing 
prices, had fuelled a two-week 
rally in foe oil market. 

The spot market average is up 
from around $14 to around 
$16.50 because traders think Iraqi 
tactics will compel allegiance to a 
new OPEC quota pact to be 
negotiated at a ministerial confer- 
ence starting in Geneva Thurs- 
day. 

Delegates said that, at present, 
officials of the 13-nation OPEC, 
malting its 30th anniversary next 
month, still hoped foe conference 
could proceed despite the new 
rise in tension between two 
founder members. 

Draft proposals would have 
OPEC limit its total output of 
crude oil to just under 22.5 mil- 
lion barrels daily. 

This would be down by one 
milli on from the average during 
foe first six months of 1990, a 
period maited by rampant quota- 
- busting, a glut and depressed 
prices. 

Iraq, desperate for cash to re- 
build an economy shattered by 
the 1980-88 Gulf war with Iran, 
says foe quota violations were 
tantamount to aggression and 
were part of a U.S. plot. 

OPEC’s Algerian president, 
Sadek Bonssena, has said there is 
already a broad consensus on foe 
idea of an OPEC output ceiling at 
around 22.5 million barrels. 

But other delegates said OPEC 
is more divided cm bow long to 
apply it- This is curcial for prices. 
Tbs longer OPEC throttles supp- 
ly at tins level foe higher they will 
go as refiners drain off foe West's 
surplus stocks. 

‘That is not an innocent ques- 
tion,” said Bonssena, sidestep- 
ping a reporter’s inquiry as to 
whether foe new ceding would 
apply until October or run until 
December. 

Iraq has said it wants supply 
throttled until average prices hit 
$25. 


Cinema 


RAINBOW. 


Tel: 625155 


DEADLY PURSUIT 


Nintendo entertainment system (Euro- 
pean version) plus 6 game packs — JD 
100 . 

Tel: 840283 between 10 a.m. - 5 p.m. 


CAREER OPPORTUNITY 

A Marketing Officer/Account Director 
Required for a leading advertising agency 
Candidate should: 

1 . Hold a BBA or MBA in Marketing preferably from a U.S. 
or U.K. University. 

2. Have an excellent command of written and spoken 
English. 

3. Be a Jordanian citizen. 

Please send C.V. and recent photo to P.O. Box 
5503, Amman. Applications will be dealt with In 
strict confidentiality. 


Report shows effects of low 
oil prices on Arab countries 


ABU DHABI (R) — Low oil 
prices bun foe people of all Arab 
states, and, in a seeming paradox, 
hit those in non-oil producing 
countries hardest, according to an 
Arab League economic report to 
be published this week. 

Despite efforts to diversify, 
“oil revenues remained the main 
sources of hard currency for oil 
and non-oil Arab states,” the 
21-member Arab League said in 
its annual economic report for 
1989. 

Figures in foe report reflect not 
this year's fall in ofl prices but a 
previous glut in 1988, when oil 
sold for $14 a barrel and the 
combined gross domestic product 
of the Arab states shrank eight 
per cent. 

But many of foe report’s com- 
ments dearly apply as well to foe 
effect of this year’s conflict in 
OPEC. 

“Instability in the world oil 
market and prices has greatly 
affected foe economies of pro- 
ducers especially Arab coun- 
tries,” said the report obtained by 


Reuters. 

"The fall in real wages espe- 
cially in non-oil countries has 
started to affect medium-income 
people. Tins wifl severely hurt 
development in the long run,” 
the report noted. 

Fewer than half the Arab coun- 
tries are ofl producers but the 
economies of foe rest are affected 
by oil prices as they depend on 
aid, investments and remittances 
from producer countries. 

The report was prepared joint- 
ly by foe Arab League secretar- 
iat, the Organisation of Arab 
Petroleum Exporting Countries 
(OAPEQ, foe Arab Fund for 
Economic and Social Develop- 
ment and the Abu Dhabi-based 
Arab Monetary Fund. 

The report said oil prices fell to 
S14 a barrel in 1988 from $17.3 in 
1987 and despite an increase in 
Arab output by 1.6 million bar- 
rels per day (b/d), oil earnings 
dropped to $64 billion from $67 
billion. 

Total revenues fell by 3.4 per 
cent to $119.6 billion and expend- 


iture by 7.5 per cent to $154 

billion. 

As a result, the report said the 
combined Arab gross domestic 
product (GDP) fell in 1988 to' 
$362 billion from $390 billion in 
1987, when it rose by 33 per cent 
due to an improvement in oil 
prices. 

It said foe 1988 decline de- 
pressed per capita income in al! 
Arab countries, though it re- 
mained relatively high in oil pro- 
ducers. 

Investments dropped to $84 
billion in 1988 from $88.6 billion, 
and $65.4 billion took place in the 
key oil producers Iraq, Libya, 
Algeria and the six Gulf Coop- 
eration Council (GCQ states. 

“This was coupled with a sharp 
decline in remittances and other 
cash flow to foe countries which 
suffer from debts, thus further 
sapping their hard currency re- 
serves," foe report said. 

Id contrast, foe farming sector 
expanded by 12 per cent to $38.8 
billion in 1988, mainly due to 
good weather. 


Iraq said seeking Arab 
cancellation of war credits 


"Arab states remain largely de- 
pendent on food imports, with an 
accumulating bill of $109 billion 
since the early 1980s threatening 
foe future of Arab food security,” 
it said. 

The report said it expected 
higher growth in rhe next two 
years in Iraq and the Gulf Arab 
states due to the end of the 
1980-1988 Gulf war and an up- 
swing in non-oil activities. 

But in non-producers — where 
debts are draining the economy, 
exports pay for only 40 per cent 
of imports and investments are 
declining — growth is expected to 
remain slow, it said. 

“High growth rates depend on 
the ability of those states to tackle 
economic and financial problems, 
rationalise foe use of resources 
and cut debts through reforms," 
it said. 

The report put Arab proven 
crude ofl reserves at around 600 
billion barrels, more than 60 per 
cent of the total world’s reserves 
of 991 billion barrels. 


Japan must 
Improve aid 


BAHRAIN (R) — Debt- 
burdened Iraq’s conflict with 
Kuwait is partly aimed at per- 
suading Gulf Arab creditors to 
write off billions of dollars lent 
during the war with Iran, Gulf- 
based bankers and diplomats say. 

They said Iraq, now foe Arab 
World’s main military power, 
launched its scathing verbal 
attack on two wealthy Gulf allies 
mainly to stop them producing 
too much oil and hitting revenues 
needed to fund its war-torn eco- 
nomy. 

But Baghdad was also sending 
a message to its Arab aid donors 
— Saudi Arabia, Kuwait and the 
United Arab Emirates (UAE) — 
to write off an estimated $30 
billion of interest-free loans in 
order to improve its international 
credit rating, they said. 

"If the Arab aid was written off 
it would improve the debt profile 
of Iraq — it is undoubtedly one 
reason for its attack on Kuwait 
and foe UAE,” a senior Arab 
banker said. 

"Iraq doesn’t intend to pay one 
dollar back and the Arab states 
don’t expert to see the money 
again... but if they write it off it 
will affect the international eva- 
luation of all the countries in- 
volved,” said another. 

Iraq’s total debt, mainly from 
wartime spending, is a closely 
guarded secret. 

But bankers and diplomats in 
the Gulf put the total at around 
$80 billion. About $50 billion was 
owed to non-Arab states and 
banks, mainly in export credits, 
they said. 


Iraq last week accused Kuwait 
and foe UAE — two chronic 
OPEC quota-busters — of sabo- 
taging its economy by flooding 
the market with oil, helping to 
push prices down by around 30 
per cent in foe first half of this 
year. 

It also complained to foe Arab 
League that Kuwait had stolen 
more than $2.4 billion worth of 
crude ofl reserves from Iraq since 
1980 and made other territorial 
infringements. 

Although its oil reserves are 
second only to Saudi Arabia’s, 
Iraq — unlike its Gulf. Arab 
neighbours — suffers when crude 
prices are low because it cannot 
increase its output. 

“Iraq has an immediate cash 
flow problem — it wants higher 
crude prices to service its debt 
and fund its economy but it also 
wants to send a signal to other 
Gulf Arab states that it is a force 
to be reckoned with,” one region- 
al oil analyst said. 

In a message to foe Arab 
League, Iraqi Foreign Minister 
Tariq Aziz called on Kuwait and 
the UAE to cancel Iraq’s war 
debts, saying it was a "small 
amount” compared with $102 bil- 
lion of military supplies bought 
by Iraq during foe war. 

"The bitter feet which every 
Arab should know is that foe 
baric part of the aid is still reg- 
istered as a credit to Iraq ...with a 
fraternal spirit we asked them 
more than a year ago to write off 
tins credit, but they evaded foe 
issue,” he said. 


REQUIRED 

A Jordanian family requires a Filipina maid. 

Tel (Office) 643428 


TO DIPLOMATIC MISSIONS 

A fully furnished 4 bedrooms and well equipped villa for rent. 
Location: 4th Circle, Jabal Amman 

Call 814920 


TO MET 

Excellent Furnished Apartment 

•Complete floor furnished apartment situated near Jordan 
University on three main streets, with the following 
accommodations: 3 bedrooms, corridor, drawing room 
(sitting room), L-shaped dining room, excellent kitchen 
(4x5 m), two bathrooms, big green garden (500m 2 ). 

To be rented to any foreign embassy for personal 
residence only. Annual rent 

Interested persons to contact Mr. Han! Dhamen 
Tel: 834531, dally from 9:00 a.m. - 11:00 am, and 
10:30 pm - IlsSOjun 


Aziz asked why Iraq’s Gulf 
neighbours would not follow the 
example of foe United States 
which poured massive fends into 
foe Marshall plan to help Europe 
rebuild after World War II. 

Referring to Iraq’s Arab debts, 
he said: "How can these sums be 
conridered as a claim on Iraq 
from its brothers in foe Arab 
Nation when Iraq sacrificed this 
debt many times over... and 
offered rivers of blood from the 
flower of its youth.” 

Bankers said Iraq was dis- 
appointed with the small amount 
of reconstruction investment it 
had received from Gulf allies 
since foe war ended with a cease- 
fire in August 1988. 

“They are saying: We are the 
number one power in foe region 
now, we fought for you, now 
come pump our economy,” said 
one.’ 

Unconfirmed report say that 
apart from seeking a writeoff of 
Iraq’s loans, president Saddam 
Hussein asked Saudi Arabia and 
Kuwait for aid of $10 billion and 
$4 billion respectively at the 
Baghdad Arab summit last May. 
But no such aid has materialised. 

In his July 17 speech that 
sparked foe row with Kuwait, he 
put Iraq’s losses from lower ofl 
prices at $14 billion. 

Iraq Deputy Premier Saddoun 
Hammadi said on June 26 the 
government had paid back $4 
billion of foreign debt in the 
previous four months. 


quality 


TOKYO (R) — Japan should 
improve the quality and the 
quantity of its aid to developing 
nations, an economic planning 
agency advisory panel has said in 
a report. 

It should increase foe number 
of grants it gives developing 
countries as a proportion of over- 
all official aid, foe report said. 

In 1988, grants made up 46.6 
per cent of Japan’ total official 
development assistance, com- 
pared with an average 78.4 per 
cent amnng 18 other donor na- 
tions in the same period, an 
agency official said. 

The other nations included the 
United States, Australia and 
European Community nations. 

The agency report also urged 
Japan to increase technological 
aid. This made up only 12 per 
cent of Japan’s total development 
I aid in 1988 against an average 
21.3 per cent among other donor 
states. 

In addition, the report said 
Japan should focus more on tech- 
nology transfers, and recom- 
mended sending more engineer- 
ing consultants abroad and invit- 
ing more engineers and students 
to Japan for training. 

To make its assistance more 
effective, Japan should scrutinise 
foe economic conditions of reci- 
pients before providing rid, foe 
agency added. 

Japan is now in the middle of a 
five-year plan to boost rid to 
more than $50 billion in 1988- 
1992 from $24.9 billion in 1983- 
1987, an agency official said. 


FURNlS&aiD 

FOR RENT 

Two bedrooms with ail attachments fully furnished in 
Shmeisani. Available for foreign families only. 

Contact tel: 643764 between 10-12 mornings 


BRITISH CITIZENS: 
RIGHT TO VOTE 

The Representation of the People Act of 1989 has made 
important changes in who can vote in U.K. Parliamentary 
and European Parliamentary Elections. 

1 . Even if you left the U.K. as long ago as October 1970 
you can still vote. 

2. People who left the U.K. before they were old enough 
to be Included on the Electoral Register may register 
as overseas electors. 

3. You need no longer declare an intention to return to the 
U.K. 

In order to qualify you need to fill in an application form 
by *10 October. 1990. 

To get a form and explanatory leaflet contact the 
Consular Section, British Embassy, P.O. Box 87, 
Abdoun. 

* 15 September 1990 In Northern Ireland.' 
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CONCORD 


Tel: 67742 u^R Cinema 


Tel: 634144 




Dureid Lahham/ 
Madeline Tabar 

KAFROUN 


Performances: 3:30. 6:15, 8 JO. 10 JO 



Cinema 


NUOUM 


Tel: 675571 Cinema 


PLAZA 


Tel: 699238 


Adel Imam, Yusra 
in 

The Devil’s 
Island 


Performances: 1230, 3:30, &30, 830. 10:45 pjn 
Friday & Sunday extra show at 11:00 a.m. 
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Warring East German coalition 
partners agree to new talks 


east BERUN (R) —East Ger- 
many's waning coalition partners 
i^ited Tuesday to new negotia- 
tttns on the fine print of unifica- 
tion, bat their row looks like 
fuming all summer and could 
jeopardise tantty* elections doe on 
Dec. 2. 

Tbe rebel Social Democrats 
(SPD) and Liberals agreed to 
resame talks with Christian 
Democrat (CDU) Prime Minister 
Lotoarde MaLriere but said their 
patience was naming short. 

The SPD said it would leave 

the government if a joint East- 
West German parliamentary 
committee did not show signs of 
compromise at its first meeting 
Thursday. 

“The compromise we want is 
for the CDU to give op its posi- 
tion,” SPD Foreign Minister 
Markus Meckel said. 

The appar e n tly trivial dispate 
— over how to hold pan-German 
elections and whether East Berlin 


should accede to Bonn just be- 
fore or just after the poll — has 
escalated, threatenings to upset 
the tight schedule for German 
unity by December. 

Clearly alarmed, de Manure 
has agreed to meet Boon Chan- 
cellor Helmut Kohl, who is on 
holiday in Austria, for emergency 
talks Thursday. 

The cautions East German pre- 
mier, with die certain- support of 
just under half the 400 deputies in 
parliament, indicated he would 
continue to govern even without 
the SPD and Liberals. 

“But then the Volkskammer 
(parliament) would restrict itself 
to decisions vital for German 
unity. Each deputy would have to 
deliberate for himself whether to 
vote against unity,” de Maiziere 
said in a dear warning to the 
coalition rebeb. 

De Mmaere appears to have 
won the upper band in a dispute 
for which imariyr commentators 
have no sympathy. 


“Although the East German 
people have had their fill of 
crises, parliament is persisting 
with its storm in a teacup,” the 
daily Bauem-Ecbo newspaper 
said. “Party political manoeuvr- 
ing is getting the better of patrio- 
tic feeling.” 

The SPD and liberals want 
accession on Dec. 1 to be de- 
clared immetoately, with a single 
electoral system for the pan-Ger- 
man poll. They say this is the 
quickest way to tackle East Ger- 
many’s Gripping economic prob- 


De Maiziere wants separate 
elections in East Germany — 
where there is no voting 
threshold — on Dec. 2 and acces- 
sion only after that. He argues 
premature accession would force 
bis in r emaining unity nego- 
tiations. 

A single electoral system is 
likely to exclude small East Ger- 
man parties from parliament, in- 


cluding both de Macoeie’s con- 
servative allies and the Commun- 
ists, who have entered an onfikdy 
informal alliance with the CDU 
over the issue. 

On Sunday the East German 
parliament staved off an immedi- 
ate government collapse by set- 
ting up the joint German Com- 
mittee. But iff negotiations aze as 
diffienh ' as the present sniping 
suggests, the committee may not 
reach a g r eem ent in time to meet 
the first deadlines tor a Decem- 
ber poll. r 

West German Interior Minister 
Wolfgang Scfaaneble said Monday 
Bonn may have reduce the notice 
period legally required for a 
general election from three 
months to two to allow more time 
for debate. 

He added that West Germany’s 
proport io nal electoral system, in- 
ducting a five per cent voting 
threshold for entry into parlia- 
ment, might have to be rework- 
ed. 


Khmer Rouge asks for continued 
support, role in future government 


BANGKOK (AP) — Cambodia's 
Khmer Rouge guerrillas, in their 
first reaction to a U.S. policy 
shift, said Tuesday they must 
have a role in a political settle- 
ment of the war and asked for 
help from Asian countries. 

The widespread backing for the 
Cambodian guerrilla coalition's 
United Nations seat has ensured 
that the U.N charter and interna- 
tional law “prevail over die law of 
the jungle and the use of force,” 
Khmer Rouge leader Khieu Sam- 
phan said in a statement over the 
guerrilla radio. 

It was the first Khmer Rouge 
reaction to the U.S. derision, 
announced last Wednesday, to 
withdraw its recognition of the 
U.N. seat. 

The United States, citing its 
opposition to the Khmer Rouge, 
said it wQl instead open talks with 
Vietnam on ending the Cambo- 
dian war. 

The Communist Khmer Rouge 
is arititarily the strongest mem- 


bers of the coalition that includes 
the non-Communist forces of 
Prince Norodom Sihanouk and of 
Son Sann’s Khmer People’s 
National Liberation Front. The 
guerrillas arc fighting the govern- 
ment that Vietnam installed after 
invading Cambodia in late 1978. 

From April 1975 until the inva- 
sion ousted them from power, the 
Khmer Rouge killed hundreds of 
thousands of people in trying to 
turn the country into a s y st em of 
primitive agrarian communes. 

Khieu Samphan said in the 
broadcast that the key issues were 
a verified Vietnamese troop pull- 
out, a comprehensive role for the 
United Nations in a settlement, 
and the participation of all four 
Cambodian factions in the settle- 
ment. 

Vietnam withdrew all its troops 
last September, but the guerrillas 
say some Vietnamese troops re- 
main. 

“Only with the participation of 


all four parties can there be 
genuine national reconciliation 
and we can correctly implement 
international law and the U.N. 
Charter which says that the peo- 
ple of each country have the right 
to decide their own destiny,” 
Khieu Samphan said. 

He said Cambodians appreci- 
ated the help given by the people 
and gov e r nm ents in the Associa- 
tion of South East Asian Nations 
(ASEAN) and other countries. 
Monday, as they prepared for for 
their annual meeting, ASEAN 
members urged that do change be 
made in the U.N. seat now held 
for Cambodia by the guerrilla 
coalition. 

‘The Cambodian people also 
ask them to cont in ue providing 
steadfast assistance and support 
until the Vietnamese war of 
aggression against Cambodia is 
comprehensively settled in con- 
formity with toe spirit and princi- 
ple of the U.N. Charter,” be said. 


ASEAN members blame U.S., 
Vietnam for influx of refugees 


JAKARTA (AF) — ASEAN 
members blamed the United 
States and Vietnam for the con- 
tinuing influx of refugees, and the 
six Asian governments said Tues- 
day they would reserve toe right 
to close their doors to boat 
people. 

Vietnam has failed to prevent 
its citizens from leaving, mem- 
bers of the Association of South 
East Asian Nations (ASEAN), 
said in a statement Released at the 
opening of their annual meeting. 

Hanoi and Washington 
worsen the problem by opposing 
the mandatory repatriation of 
those who do not qualify as poli- 
tical refugees and by refusing to 


provide alternative solutions, the 
statement said. 

ASEAN members said they 
will take such actions as they 
deem necessary, in a more coor- 
dinated and concerted manner, to 
safeguard their national interests. 
Among their options is ceasing to 
provide temporary refuge, the 
statement said. 

More than 130,000 refugees, 
most from Vietnam and a handful 
from Cambodia, crowd 
camps South East Asia. Only 
those determined to have a 
legitimate fear of political 
persecution of home are allowed 
to go on to third countries, such 
as toe United Stales. 


Refugee officials say Malaysia 
in toe past year has rebuffed at 
least 8,700 boat people consi- 
dered economic, not political, re- 
fugees. Hie officials fear other 
countries in the region will follow 
suit 

ASEAN, supported by Austra- 
lia and Britain, on behalf of 
Hong Kong, has urged toe im- 
mediate mandatory repatriation 
of boat people found to be leav- 
ing their countries for economic 
rather than political reasons. 

Washington and Hanoi object to 
forced repatriation. 


Communists head for landslide 
victory in Mongolian elections 


ULAN BATOR, Mongolia (AF) 
— Communist Party candidates 
fighting to extend 70 years of rule 
defeated most of the opposition 
slate in toe initial round of Mon- 
golia's first multi-party election, 
the government said Monday. 

' Preliminary results from Sun- 
day’s primary showed only 96 of 
the five opposition partiers’ 300 
candidates were elected. Prime 
Minister Sharavyn Gunjaadorg 
said. 

Communist Party Chairman 
Gombojavyn Ochirbat, also a 
candidate for the national legisla- 
ture, said he survived toe first 
round, winning more than 2,550 
out of 4,991 votes cast in his 
constituency, toe Ulan Bator dis- 
trict. 

More than 1,300 votes went to 
toe district's second-place 
finisher, a candidate fron) toe 
pro-privatisation National Prog- 
ress Party. He will oppose Ocfair- 
bat in toe second round of voting 
next Sunday. 

Final results from the primaries 
were expected later Monday. 

Gunjaadorg maintained that 
the expected Communist victory 
would not mean the end of Mon- 
golia's dramatic transformation 
since December from an author- 
itarian, one-party state obedient 
to Moscow to a multi-party na- 
tion eager for Western contact 
and investment. 

The election process so far “is a 
comparatively free and fair one,” 
Gunjaadorg told a news confer- 
ence. 

“Of course, since we are ex- 
ercising this kind of election for 
the first time there are some 
shortcomings and some bumps,” 
be said. 


He said the non-Communist 
parties would still have “some 
possibility... to get into power.” 
A lower house of the legislature 
will have seats assigned to parties 
according to the number of votes 
they win. 

Even a Communist-controlled 
legislature, called the Great- 
People's Hural, would be very 
different from its predecessor, 
because most of the party’s candi- 
dates this time are intellectuals 
and bureaucrats, rather than her- 
ders and workers as in the past. 

Nineteen foreign observers are 
in Ulan Bator, from the Soviet 
Union, United States, Poland 
and Britain. 

Mongolia is especially eager 
that toe election be perceived as 
fair because U-S- Secretary of 
State James Baker is scheduled to 
visit nebcT week and discuss ex- 
tending most-favoured nation 
trade status to Mongolia. 

Mongolia's ambassador to the 
United States, Nyamdoo, said the 
U.S. State Department did not 
confirm Baker's trip until the 
opposition parties dropped a 
threat to boycott the election. 
Nyamdoo nses only one name, as 
many Mongolians do. 

Opposition nominees had been 
far outnumbered at the start, with 
the Communists, known as the 
Mongolian People’s Revolution- 
ary Party, fielding nearly 2,100 
candidates for 430 seats in the 
national legislature. 

The opposition acknowledged 
early on they had no hope of 
winning control over the Great 
People’s Hural. 

Formed only over the past few 
months, the five non-Conumnnst 
parties damn a combined mem- 


bership of about 12,000 to the 
ruling party's 98,000. They have 
only a fraction of its financial 
assets and no daily media outlet. 

Although they appear to have 
substantial support in cities, 
where half of Mongolia’s 2 mil- 
lion people live, they have had to 
scramble to spread word of their 
programmes to the rural people. 

Many of those people are semi- 
nomadic herders only dimly 
aware of the Large demonstra- 
tions in Ulan Bator b eginning in 
December that forced the Com- 
munists to agree to elections. 
They know even less of the anti- 
communist revolutions in East 
Europe that inspired Mongolia’s 
opposition. 

The opposition’s only hope for 
gaining a significant voide in gov- 
ernment lies in toe 53-seat Small 
Hural, which will handle legisla- 
tion between annual sessions of 
the Great Hural. 

Its seats will be assigned to die 
various parties according to the 
percentage of votes each re- 
ceives. 

In the Great Hural, one seat 
has been allocated for every 2,000 
rural residents and every 10,000 
urban residents, hurting the city- 
based opposition. 

In recent months, the Com- 
munists have embraced many of 
the goals of the Mpodticn.. includ- 
ing its demand for mdrket-style 
economic reforms, decreased re- 
liance on the Soviet Union and a 
revival of . traditional culture. 

Gunjaadorg said the govern- 
ment is drafting legislation to 
define the role of private and 
cooperative ownership in the eco- 
nomy, in which now almost aH 
enterprises are state-owned. 


Greek 

parliament 

ratifies 

military 
bases pact 

ATHENS (R) —The Greek par- 
liament ratified a defence pact 
with the United States early 
Tuesday, allowing U.S. bases to 
stay in the country for eight more 
years. 

After years of tough negotia- 
tions, the new accord passed by a 
single vote, taking 151 votes in 
the 300-seat parliament. There 
were 144 against, one abstention 
and four absent deputies. 

Prime Minister Constantine 
bfitsotakis, whose conservative 
party took power in April for the 
first time once 1981, has made 
die accord a co rne rston e of his 
foreign policy. 

The Socialist government 
which ruled from 1981 until 1989 
broke off talks with Washington 
in May last year and four U.S 
bases were under threat of do- 
sure by the end of 1990. 

Under the accord, U.S. forces 
will be concentrated on Crete, 
where riot police battled hun- 
dreds of protesters shortly before 
parliament ratified the pact. 

Police fired scores of tear-gas 
canisters at protesters who 
homed two police can, buried 
petrol bombs and smashed shop 
and hotel windows in one of the 
most violent anti-American de- 
monstrations of recent years. 

Left-wing newspapers have 
charged that the new agreement 
will turn Crete into an American 
super-fortress in the east 
Mediterranean — retaining a ma- 
jor air force base and naval com- 
munications station on the island. 

The accord, signed by the two 
governments on July 8, doses two 
mainland bases — HeUemkon 


Air Base at Athens Airport and 
Nea Makri Naval Communica- 
tioos Station east of the capital. 

The agreement replaces the 
previous five-year accord which 
expired in December 1988. The 
bases have operated since under a 
grace period and as the accord is 
not a full treaty, it can take effect 
without U.S. Senate ap prov a l. 

Mitsotakis told parliament only 
500 U.S. military personnel 
would be transferred from the 
mainland to Crete and there 
would be no new buildings at the 
island bases. 

In return for the agreement, 
the U.S. government pledged to 
seek $345 ntillon in free military 
aid for Greece in 1991, the same 
level as 1990, and promised a 
bilKon-dollar package of fighter 
planes and navel destroyers. 

The pact wffl cut U.S. forces by 
about half, from 4,000 at present. 
It keeps the U.S. air base at 
Iraklion — a main east 
Mediterranean communications 
centre — and the U.S. naval base 
at Souda Bay. 


Doe digs 
in for 
fight to 
the end 

ABIDJAN (R)—Iiberian Presi- 
dent Sam&ei Doe is (figging in for 
a bitter fight to the finish at his 
foifrm-tikc mansion in Monro- 
via as rebel forces shoot their way 
into tiie heart of the capital, 
diplomatic sources said Tuesday. 

“Doe has said he is going to 
fight to the finish, so this means 
the worst possible scenario. He is 
going to destroy as much as possi- 
ble of Monrovia before be dies,” 
a Western diplomat in neighbour- 
ing Ivory Coast told Reuters. 

He and other Abidjan-based 
diplomats in dose touch with 
their embassies in Liberia said 
there was a confused situation in 
Monrovia with shooting every- 
where. 

One Western ambassador who 
ventured into toe streets Monday 
to assess the situation was pinned 
down by gunfire and forced to 
spend the night in a colleague’s 
house some distance away, they 
said. 

Rebel forces which have been 
besieging Monrovia for the last 
month began a push into the city 
centre at the weekend. 

On Monday night, correspon- 
dents in Monrovia reported fierce 
fighting in the downtown business 
district, where Doe's soldiers 
were firing rockets at rebel posi- 
tions from high buildings. 

Diplomats in Abidjan said 
Doe’s soldiers had managed to 
flatten most of the rebel-occupied 
industrial area on Bushrod Is- 
land, northwest of the city centre, 
with a BM-21 “S talin organ” mul- 
tiple rocket launcher. 

“Unfortunately most of the in- 
dustrial complexes appear to 
have been destroyed,” one diplo- 
mat said. ' 

Doe, an army master-sergeant 
who seized power in a bloody 
coup 10 years ago, is defended by 
only a few hundred soldiers, most 
of whom belong to his minority 
Krahn tribe. 

His Israeli-bollt difftop man- 
sion has been fortified and pack- 
ed with ammunition for a final 
stood against toe rebel National 
Patriotic Front of Liberia 
(NPFL). 

Diplomats say Doe, who has not 
been seen in public for two weeks, 
is a virtual prisoner of his own 
men, who fear they will be mas- 
sacred by the advancing rebels in 
revenge for atrocities committed 
by toe army. 

Confined to his fifth-floor 
apartment in toe eight-storey ex. 
ecutive mansion. Doe appears to 
believe that traditional magic 
may yet save him, even though 
Ms military position appears 
hopeless, they added. 


(Sri Lankan army takes 
key northern Tillage 


COLOMBO (AP)„-— The Sri 
Lankan army has captured a key 
northern village that controls ac- 
cess to the rebel stronghold on 
toe Jaffna peninsula, nubtozy 
officials said Tuesday. 

Soldiers took over the village 
of Paranthan Monday after fierce 
fighting in winch at least 30 rebels 
were killed, said toe officials who 
spoke on condition of anonymity. 

Paranthan is just sooth of 
Elephant Pass, a causeway that 
links the Jaffna peninsula with 
the 

Four soldiers died in the 
attack, in which heficofrtOT-bonie 
troops and commandos were 
dropped behind rebel defences, 
the officials said. 

The capture of Partnthan, 11 
kilometre* souto'of the causeway , 
could provide a launching pad for 
an attack on Jaffna, which the 
rebels have held since they re- 
pudiated a ceasefire with govern- 
ment forces cm June 11. 

The government holds four 
military installations on the 
peninsula, which have been 
under a rebel siege for more than 
a month. 

The rebels blew up the 
Elephant Pass causeway last 
week in an effort to intensify their 
stranglehold on the peninsula, 
but military officials said it bad 
been repaired. 

The causeway is the only viable 
route for a large-scale crossing 
onto toe peninsula, which hang* 


like a scorpion's tail from the 
northern, end of the island. 

At least 2,890 combatants have 
been killed in the fighting, the 
latest phase in the 7 -year-old war 
for an independent Tamil home- 
land. Many civilians also have 
died. 

The latest casualties included 
eight soldiers killed near' the east 
coast port of Trincomatee in a 
rebel ambush Monday, military 
officials said. 

When the fighting began last 
month, the rebels held the Tamfl- 
dominated areas on the north and 
east of the island. The army 
dislodged the rebels from most 
towns in the east, but the guerril- 
las retreated into jungles to fight 
'what could be a protracted war. 

In tiie north, the array Ins been 
unable to maim much headway 
because of the difficult access to 
Jaffna . Jaffna’s citizens charged 
that the Sri Lankan Air Fence 
bombed civilians indiscriminately 
around the army outposts earlier 
in the campaign. 

Tamil miK temts began fighting 
for an independent homeland in 
- 1983, d mitring their community 
was being discriminated against 
by the Sinhalese majority. 

Tamils make op 18 per cent of 
Sri Lanka's 16 million people and 
the Sinhalese, who control the 
army and the gover nm ent, com- 
prise 75 per emit. 

The Tamil insurrection has kil- 
led at least 13,800 people. 


Quebec police block food 
supplies to Mohawks 


MONTREAL (R) — Quebec 
police have blocked food sup- 
plies to two reserves where armed 
Mohawk Indians have set up 
blockades to protest against gov- 
ernment plans to extend a golf 
course on land they as 

their ancestral territory. 

The heavily-armed Mohawks, 
who for two weeks have blocked 
a road leading to the town' of 
Oka, near Montreal, and barri- 
caded a major bridge between 
Montreal's dty centre and the 
southern suburbs, said police 
confiscated food from anyone 
trying to enter the reservations 
Monday. 

“In toe next day or two it will 
be critical if nothing else comes 
in,” said Linda Simon, coordina- 
tor of an emergency food bank 
set up to feed about 250 people 
on toe Kanestake Reservation 
near Oka. 

The Indians want toe golf 
course plan withdrawn and im- 
munity from charges arising from 
the death of a policeman in a 
gunbattle sparked by a police 
attack on their barricade. 


The Canadian government says 
they must lay down their aims 
before talks can take place. The 
Mohawks say the land designated 
for the golf course is the site of 
Inffian Jburial grounds. 

The Red Gross, bring used in 
an armed conflict in Canada for 
the first time in over 100 years, 
has been given permission to-do a 
survey of the needs of the native 
community. 

The Red Gross brought in one 
load of feod last week, but police 
stopped a second load . Sunday. 
They also Mocked a group of 
about 150 people bringing sup- 
plies to the reservation. 

The police say their policy has 
been to bar food and non-resi- 
dents from toe reservations. 

“No one is required to stay on 
the reservations. We don't stop 
people from leaving,”-. Pierre 
Lemarbre, a Quebec police 
spokesman said. 

On Monday, Quebec's native 
affairs minis ter said talks 
resume with residents of the two 
reservations but only outside the 
barricades and only with obser- 
vers approved by both sides. 


U.S. gives green light for moving 
chemical weapons from Germany 


WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
Defence Department Monday 
said it was ready to begin moving 
U.S. chemical weapons stored in 
West Germany to a remote Paci- 
fic Island where toe army is test- 
ing an incinerator for the first 
large-scale destruction of the 
arms. 

The weapons at Clausen muni- 
tions depot in West Germany rep- 
resent about 2 per cent of the 
total U.S. chemical weapons 
stockpile, said Maj. Joe Padilla, 
an army spokesman. 

The size of the stockpile is kept 
secret but private experts esti- 
mate that it is about 30,000 tons. 

Padilla said the removal of 
weapons from West Germany 
could begin this week. They will 
be put in storage on Johnston 
Atoll, he said. “Full-scale des- 
truction of chemical weapons is 
not set to start until testing is 
completed late next year. 

Deputy Secretary of Defence 
Donald Atwood Jr. said in a 
statement that he certified to 
Congress that the Johnston Atoll 
chemical agent destruction sys- 


tem has destroyed chemical 
munitions during initial testing, 
and that the site has enough 
storage capacity to handle muni- 
tions transported from West Ger- 
many. 

The Defence Department was 
required by Congress to make the 
certification before it began mov- 
ing the munitions from West Ger- 
many. 

James Boyle, a spokesman for 
the U.S. army in Germany, said 
he could not confirm a German 
Defence Ministry statement that 
the 100,000 artillery shells at 
Clausen would begin moving 
Thursday. . _ 

Each convoy wffl include 20 
flatbed trucks loaded with the 
chemical weapons stored in two 
air-tight steel containers and 60 
other escort trucks, including 
German and U.S. security forces, 
emergency response crews and 
decontamination teams, he said. 

Boyle said there would be ab- 
out 30 convoys, running one a 
day. 

The containers will be loaded 


onto special trains at MSesan, 48 
kilometres away for the trip north 
toNordenham, on the North Sea, 
where they wffl be reloaded onto 
U.S. Navy ships for transport to 
Johnston Atoll in the Pacific. 

Some environmental groups 
and the government of Mic- 
ronesia have raised questions ab- 
out the safety of moving the 
weapons across the ocean and 
burning them in an incinerator. 

“Transporting the European 
stockpfl e halfway around the 

world inescapably increases the 
risks,” toe Federated States of Mic- 
ronesia said in a statement 
week. Micronesia is a former U.S. 
t er rit o r y . 

The army announced last week 
that it had determined that in- 
cinerating the chemical weapons 
would not pose an environmental 
or health risk to those in toe 
vicinity of Johnston Atoll. 

The Johnston Atoll facility was 
buflt to meet a 1985 congressional 
requirement to destroy all ex- 
isting U.S. chemical weapons by 
1997. 


Bush names little known conservative to Supreme Court 


WASHINGTON (R) — Presi- 
dent George Bosh has nominated 
a little- known conservative to the 
U.S. Supreme Court seal vacated 
by its leading liberal but it was 
unclear where the nominee stood 
on the key issue of abortion. 

Just three days after Justice 
William Brennan resigned fin 
health reasons at the age of 84 
Bush moved quickly to select 
former New Hampshire Supreme 
Court Justice David Souter as his 
first appointment to the nation's 
highest court 1 

The nomination, which most 
be approved by the Democratic- 
coutrolled Senate, had been 
keenly awaited for its possible 
impact in overruling a landmark 
court decision of 1973 estab- 
lishing abortion as a constitution- 
al right. 

Brennan, the nine-member 


court's leading liberal, had been a 
key vote in 5-4 decisions uphold- 
ing this right. 

Bush, who opposes the 1973 
abortion decision, said he had not 
asked the 50-year-old jurist's 
opinions on abortion or other key 
topics dividing liberals con- 
servatives, such as tivil rights. 

Legal experts say that the re- 
placement of a leading liberal by 
a conservative in the finely-ba- 
lanced court could entail the most 
drastic change in the court's 
direction since President Franklin 
Roosevelt set ft on a liberal 
course 50 years ago. 

The Supreme Court is the third 
branch of the U.S. government, 
together with the presidency and 


A reversal of its 1973 decision 
would not automatically maim 
abortion illegal. It would then be 


up to the individual states or 
federal legislatures to decide 
whether to ban abortion. 

Introducing Souter at a White 
House news conference Bosh 
said: “My selection process was 
not geared simply to any legal 
issue. It is not a pp ropri ate when 
choosing a Supreme Court judge 
to use any Iftmus test” 

He said he was uncertain about 
Souter’s views on abortion because 
he had never asked him. 

He added that Sfouter was “ex- 
traordinarily bright, (with) a re- 
cord for finmess. .Jtbese are some 
of the qualifications that I consid- 
er essential.” 

Legal experts; said Solder's 
obscure record gives Kttie due as 
to how he will rale on abortion or 
other controversial issues before 
the divided Supreme Court soda 
as pr ogr am mes td help minorities 


and women or capital punish- 
ment. 

Cass Sunstein, a University of 
Chicago law professor, said, 
“he's a relative unknown... He 
does not have a national Reputa- 
tion.” Sunstein did a compute- 
rised search of law journals and 
found that Souter had authored 
no articles. 

‘ “We don’t know anything ab- 
out him at all,” said Judy Brown 
of the anti-abortion American 
Life League. “It’s basically going 
to be to wait to see how he 
responds at his confirmation 
bearing. I know heU be asked tins 
question.” 

.Souter’s name is -believed to 
have been given to Bnsh by Ms 
chief of staff, Conner conservative 
'New Hampshire Governor John 
Summit, who had .appointed him 
to the state court 



Christian Brando: I 
didn’t mean to shptit 
him 

LOS ANGELES (R) — Christian 
Brando, the -son of actor Marion 
Brando, told 'a pohoe- officer; he 
shot his half-sister^ boyfriend 
during an argument but that the 
shooting was an . acci dent, toe 
officer testified Monday. Patrol- 
man Steve Cunning h am said the 
younger Brando's first words to 
him, less than 30 minutes after 
toe incident, were, “I didn’t 
mean to shoot him!” Brando, 32, 
is charged with mu rdering 26- 
year-old Tahitian Dag Drofiet at 
his father’s Hollywood ma mma 
on March 16. Christian's 20-year- 
old half-sister Cheyenne gave 
birth to DroQefs child cm June 
30, linking toe two families: The 
defence said at Monday's hearing 
Cheyenne would not be able to; 
give evidence, because she .was in 
hospital in Tahiti where, she was 
under sedation for mental and 
physical problems. Deputy dis- 
trict attorney Steven Barshop had 
hoped to use Cheyenne as his star 
witness against Christian, but de- 
fence lawyer Robert S&aipiro read 
a cablegram from the U.S. consul 
in Tahiti which said she was 
“mentally and physfcaDy unable 
to travel.” 'As tire court drama 
unfolded, it was closely watched 
by Marion Brando, who sat in the 
front row: of toe spectators’ gal- 
lery in a light gray, pin-striped 
suit with Cheyenne’s brother 
Miko. 

Chess , expert called 
in to solve missing , 
woman riddle . 

LONDON (R) — A British diess 
expert reckons las can lead police 
to the grave of u muring' woman 
after cracking a macabre puzrip 
set by a inaii who daims to have 
disposed of her body. Pofice cal- 
led. in Raymond. -Keene, the 
Times newspaper’s chess corres- 
pondent, after acomputer expert 
arrested on frand charges pro- 
vided pofice with a doe to toe 
dead woman's whereabouts in a 
chess toapato and a sequence of 
chess moves, ’nto treaffifywdifran 
disappeared kpm her home near 
Prefto ^ |n^N to toa ni lEngfarg^i n 

the man, identifed; 

admits to burying her tat lefosa 
to say. where.- Keene's expe rti se 
was called upon last week. Keene 
said It was . “tiie most bizarre 
request Ihad ever encountered,” 
In Monday's Times, Ketac says 
he used ^ knowledge of chess, 
Lewis Canon's books, a weather 
map of Britain and inspiration 
from the fictional detective Sher- 
lock Hofines to crack the code. 

Taiwan rejects • 
China’s panda offer 

TAIPEI (R) — Taipei has re- 
jected Pelting’s offer of two pan- 
das because local zoologists 
do not have the know-how to raise 
the animals, the Council of Agri- 
culture said Monday. China tan-, 
day renewed its “panda diploma- 
cy” toward Taiwan with an offer 
of IingHng and Lde. “If we do 
accept the animals, die main 
reason would be to keep pandas 
from becoming extra*, aad not to 
exhibit than to th4 public,” said 
Tang ShaiorYa, senior council 
specialist. He said tiie rejection 


was not a political move and that 
the pandas could be imp orted via 
a third country. Zoo officials {dan 
to complete tiie panda bovoiqg 
facility in a year and go abroad to 
study how other 2300s are 
the animals. A local citizens 
group, the Zoological Society of 
Taipd, appfied in 1988 to import 
the animals from China but its 
application was rejected by the 
council on. grounds tint local 
factories were inadequate. 

Plane crash 
survivor swims 
to safety 

JOHANNESBURG, South AM- 
ca (AP) — A boy survived a 
P»ne crash in toe rough mop of 
toe Indian Ocean by dmgingtQi & 
broken airplane whig and swim- 
ming eight kilometres to shore, 
newspapers reported Sssthy.. 
Gnstav Smh, 16, was one of four 
people aboard a private Piper 
Oueftam piane that crashed W ■ 
day night in- bad weatber off ' 
Jkdiards Bay on toe country** 
east coast, the Sohday limes -and 
Snmiay Star reported. ShuTs 
ha aster and iris node, 
nho piloted the plme, m jm : 
de * d - A . TOae spud 
“owl pm, of . the plme. A 
se»rch for. bodies ms called off 
Igqr Van Der Writ, , 
I^^Jfey rerideot, said i&o 
™“ Snnt, covered in blood, 
wUapsed m front of her howl 
"ten to® returned home Fthhfy 

Mr* 

om^Wate *anL “He grabbed a 
pwceof wi^whkaftariihigto 
“til be reached 





